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Christina Gerwitz and Tom DeRosa
Peace River Dig

Introduction:
Who am I? Where did I come from? Why was I
created? These questions have plagued man, once sin entered
the world. Understanding the answer to these questions will
help you form your worldview. The way you view the world
is of major importance to your life. That is why understanding the ramifications of the belief of evolution over creation
is so significant.
There are many variations of the following belief
systems dealing with the creation of the world. One is an
evolutionary perspective devoid of a Creator; two, an evolutionary perspective with a Creator as the primary mechanism
of the world’s beginning; or three, a creationist perspective of
a Creator who formed the world in six days. Each book in
The Truth Seekers Mystery Series deals with characters that
have variations of these perspectives.
These novels focus on a story line with action, adventure, mystery, and suspense, while weaving in factual information about the creation versus evolution debate. The
accompanying literature guides delve into various aspects of
each novel. Literary techniques such as plot, setting, and
characterization will be studied. There will be questions
checking for general comprehension for each chapter. Digging deeper will include science questions as well as questions on character qualities and decisions of the characters in
the story. Some chapters contain more content for digging
deeper than others. This information, if learned, will provide
your student with a solid foundation for understanding and
refuting evolutionary views.
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This literature guide can be used by anyone able to
read and understand the content of the novels, or middle to
high school students. Since the book contains scientific
terminology, some of the concepts may be difficult for
younger children. The student should look up difficult words
as they arise and keep a list of vocabulary words in order to
facilitate reading.

How to Use This Study Guide:
If your students have already read the book, you may
have them begin answering questions using the novel as a
resource. If you wish to have the student(s) reread the book,
you can present this guide in several ways. The first is to
read several chapters before assigning the study questions.
The suggested stopping points are as follows: chapters 1-4,
chapters 5-8, chapters 9-11, chapters 12-14, chapters 15-17,
chapters 18-21, and chapters 22-epilogue. The second way is
to allow them to read the novel chapter by chapter and answer
the questions accordingly.
As with any other curriculum, you may choose which
questions you wish your student to answer. You are free to
add to or delete from those suggested. Tailor this study to
meet the needs of your students. By all means, if your student
wishes to complete the novel, allow him to do this! He can
always skim the chapters to find the answers to the questions.
The questions may be answered briefly or in complete sentences. The answers are provided in the back of this guide.
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Suggested Pre-reading Research Activities:
1. Research Darwinian evolution. What are some basic
premises one must believe to embrace this philosophy?
2. Research creation science or the term “special creation.” What does this mean? Is this type of belief
devoid of science? Explain.
3. Where in Scripture can you find references to truth?
List several references and study them. Which ones
are the most meaningful and why?
4. What does the term missing link, mean? Use an
encyclopedia and research it under the heading of
evolution. Use online sources to find more information.
5. Anthropology is a large category that includes the
behavior, physical, social and cultural development of
human beings. Archaeology falls within the scope of
anthropology yet paleontology does not. What is the
main difference between archaeology and paleontology?

Plot Outline:
The Murphy family is thrown into the middle of a
mystery. Could it be the missing link has been found which
will once and for all prove evolutionary claims? Surrounded
by the apparent “evidence,” the teens are faced with reconciling their beliefs against the alleged discovery. While seeking
answers to puzzling questions and circumstances, the
Murphys encounter hostility, fraud and finally truth.
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Literary Devices:
To the would-be writer:
As the authors of this novel, we have used several
literary devices. The Missing Link: Found is our first book in
a series, and as a first attempt, there are many things we
would change or improve if we were to write this same story
again. Authors are rarely ever satisfied with their finished
product and like us, see room for improvement. Placing
words on paper is very similar to painting on a canvas. Dabbling a little more paint in the right spot can enhance the
work; dabbling a bit too much can ruin it! You need to know
when to stop. Here are exercises you may enjoy doing to
hone your own writing skills. Have fun!
1. What are some things you would change or improve in the areas of plot, setting, characterization,
or dialogue?
2. If you could add or remove a character, who
would it be and why? Give a full description of
this character (if adding one). List all of the
character’s personality traits, likes and dislikes.
Explain why this character is inconsequential or
why a new character might be needed to further
the plot.
3. Writers use many devices to pull a reader into the
story. List some of the devices used in this novel.
Which one has the most effect on you?
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4. A character’s actions are often dictated by his
motives. List one or all of the antagonists in the
story and describe each character’s motivation.
5. A cliff-hanger is a literary device used to keep the
reader interested. Try your hand at writing several
chapters using this technique, or improve on a
chapter or two in this novel. You can choose
chapters in this novel which do not have a cliffhanger and add one of your own.
6. Reading a book can be enjoyable. However many
times we don’t realize the various layers a book
contains. The Truth Seekers Mystery Series deals
with action, adventure, and finding the truth. This
is a double-entendre. In other words, “the truth”
referred to here has two meanings. One meaning
involves the “truth” as in the answer to solve the
mystery. The other is the “truth” you find as God
reveals some of the answers to His mysteries to
you. This translates into a personal relationship
with Jesus and a deeper faith. Each novel examines several issues in the ongoing creation versus
evolution debate. These can be studied further
with many of the wonderful resources available.
The website www.MediaAngels.com contains
links to many creation based sites.
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Tom DeRosa
Founder of Creation Studies Institute
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Accountability Questions
Chapter 1
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Who are the members of the Murphy family?
Briefly describe each family member.
What is Anna’s hobby?
What was Dr. Murphy’s profession?
Name the crew of the Wahoo racer.
Who was aboard the helicopter?
What do you think is going to happen next?

Digging Deeper
1. The boat was named the Wahoo Racer. What was it
named after?
2. Towns in the Keys are identified by mile markers; can
you find the mile marker number of the Key where the
Murphys were fishing? If not, can you find this Key
on a map?
3. Various types of fish, such as red snapper and mahimahi were caught. Name at least three other types of
fish normally caught off the coast of Florida.
4. What words would you use to characterize the
Murphys? Jot down a brief list. Add to this list as the
book progresses.
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Chapter 2
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who came on deck and by what method?
What heroic deed did Dr. Murphy perform?
Describe what the FBI agents look like.
What did the FBI agent order the passengers to do?
How much evidence can you give to show that the
Murphys are people of faith?
6. What description was given of the cabin?
7. What decision did Christian and Anna make that was
not the best judgment?
8. What did the pinging sound at the end of chapter two
signify?

Neal Gerwitz...too muddy for me!
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Digging Deeper
1. Reading a book can be so enjoyable, we often don’t
realize the various elements it contains. As you read
this book, keep the elements of fiction—plot, setting,
characterization, and dialogue—in mind. Make a
heading for each on a blank piece of paper, and list
some of the ways in which this book develops or fails
to develop these elements.
2. There is a play on words, or double-entendre in this
story. The “truth” referred to throughout this book
deals with several aspects. As you read this novel,
write these down. How many did you find?
3. What do you know about the FBI? Research this field
of investigation and list some of the requirements
needed to become an agent.
4. What do you think about Anna and Christian’s decision to go topside; was it right or wrong? Give
reasons to support your opinion.
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Chapter 3
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Where was the chase headed?
Who was shot and what did Anna and Chris do?
What did the red diver’s flag signify?
Who was Agent Spencer speaking to on his headset?
What happened to the boat they were chasing?
What do you think happened to those aboard the boat
being chased?
7. Why was Christian concerned that Anna was taking
pictures?
8. Why was Slate (Captain Horne) upset with the FBI
agents?
9. Why was Andy excited?

Digging Deeper
1. How plausible do you think a high-speed chase would
be with civilians on board? Research this using the
library or Internet. Find out if civilians are ever used
in this manner.
2. What is creative license? Research this phrase and
define. Find ways the authors have used this device in
this novel and in others.

16

Chapter 4
1. Mrs. Murphy said, “Yes, unwilling heroes by way of
mistaken identity.” What did she mean by this statement?
2. Why was Mrs. Murphy upset by the free boat trip?
3. How do you know the Murphy children get along?
4. Why were the Murphys considered suspects?
5. How did Dr. Murphy feel about Anna and Christian
going up on deck?
6. What reason did Anna and Christian give for being on
deck?
7. What urgent call did Dr. Murphy receive?
8. What did the email say?
9. Why was Dr. Jack Murphy referred to as Doctor?
Digging Deeper
1. Dr. Murphy discussed several things: “if it looks too
good to be true, it normally is.” and “we’re guilty by
association.” Explain these phrases. Apply one of
them to a situation in which you may have been
involved. What lesson did you personally learn from
it?
2. What is the difference between archaeology and
anthropology?
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Chapter 5
1. Why was Dr. Murphy hesitant to leave his wife alone?
2. What was Jack’s original purpose for going to the dig?
3. How were Anna and Christian able to accompany
their father?
4. What jobs did Anna and Christian do to help their
father?
5. Were the Murphys close to their uncle?
6. Give a synopsis of the article Christian found online.
7. What was Christian’s concern about getting the
equipment up the river? What was his father’s solution?
8. Who did the teens think they saw at the campsite?
9. What was the news about Uncle Mike?
Digging Deeper
1. How could Christian be online while driving in the
car? Research this including what type of program
would be needed for his computer and cell phone.
2. What are keywords? How are they used to do an
online search? What are ways to narrow down a
search? What are some good search engines?
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Chapter 6
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who is David? Give a brief description.
What was David’s reaction to Anna’s sympathy?
What was Christian’s response to David’s rudeness?
What was Uncle Mike’s medical condition?
What device did Dr. Murphy use to speak to his
brother? Describe.

Digging Deeper
1. Most stories have an antagonist. Look up the word or
use the definitions provided. An antagonist is a character that is against the hero or heroine’s “cause.” The
antagonistic character may personally dislike or
oppose the main characters. There are several in this
story. Name any you have been introduced to and
why you think they fit the description of an antagonist.
2. Being a person of faith requires an understanding of
the following, “To whom much is given, much is
required.” Describe ways in which this was tested and
demonstrated in the past chapters.
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Chapter 7
1.
2.
3.
4.

Why was a campfire being made in the grill?
Why did David ask for coffee instead of lemonade?
What was Anna doing to be helpful?
What was the disagreement over “time” that David
was having with the Murphys?
5. What is the missing link?
6. Do you think Mike believes in God? Why or why not?

Digging Deeper
1. This campground and Peace River really exist in
Florida. Research fossil finds at these sites. Use these
websites to get you started:
www.creationstudiesinstitute.com and
www.creationexpeditions.com. If these sites do not
work, do a keyword search for the words.
2. What do you know about the Wooly Mammoth?
Research this.
3. You may have heard of the following: Lucy
(Ramapithecus), Neanderthal man, or Piltdown man.
Research these evolutionary “finds” and what has
been said about each. First use secular sources; then
use creation science sources to research them. Use
websites such as www.MediaAngels.com (for links),
or www.icr.org and www.answersingenesis.org.
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Chapter 8
1. What proof did David offer for being able to date the
“missing link”?
2. Who is Arcadia man?
3. What is a relative chronology and why is it important?
4. What does “absolute time” mean in archaeology?
5. What can affect the accuracy of Carbon 14 dating?
6. What was Mike’s medical condition the following
morning?
7. Was Dr. Murphy able to talk with him?
8. How did the Murphys get to the site?
9. Who is Jim Johnson?
10. Why didn’t Jim want any publicity at the site?
Digging Deeper
1. What are the limitations of Carbon 14 dating? Research using the creation organizations listed in
Chapter 7 digging deeper.
2. Have you ever been camping? Make a list of supplies
you would pack in planning for such a trip. Don’t
overlook safety items!
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Chapter 9
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

9.

Describe the excavation site or dig.
Describe the physical characteristics of Arcadia man.
What made Arcadia man a great find?
Of what importance is the cranium measurement on a
fossilized creature?
Why would rain be a detriment to the fossil dig site?
Why was David convinced that Arcadia man was the
missing link?
Christian knows quite a bit about archaeology and
paleontology. He uses his knowledge of data to make
a point about “recent” creation. What specifically was
the point he was making about the percentage of
human fossils recovered worldwide?
Why was Dr. Murphy secretly concerned about his
brother’s insistence that he (Dr. Murphy) oversee the
dig in case of his absence?
What was Anna’s hypothesis (guess) about Arcadia
man?

Digging Deeper
1. What types of records are kept on a dig? Research
this.
2. Why is it important for careful records to be kept?
3. Look up past hoaxes. Why do you think they were
perpetuated? Are any still around?
4. Archaeology is tedious work. What types of activities
take place on a dig?
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Chapter 10
1. Who did Anna and Christian see while out shopping?
2. Why did Christian want to follow this person?
3. Did Christian have any experience in spying? How do
you know this?
4. Why didn’t Anna and Christian call the police?
5. Was there anyone else in the Range Rover?
6. Where did the suspect go?
7. What happened there?
Digging Deeper
1. Can you guess why the suspect named above was in
town? What role do you think this person has in the
story?
2. Do you think there was wisdom in the decision to
follow the suspects? Why or why not?
3. In fiction, there is often a technique used which is
called creative license. This technique allows the
writer to stretch the truth to give the plot a larger-thanlife dimension or to add suspense. Perhaps you have
heard the saying, “Life is stranger than fiction”. Can
you give any examples of this saying?
4. Chapter 10 ends in a climax. What does this mean?
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Chapter 11
1. What had Dr. Murphy been doing while Anna and
Christian were out?
2. What did Dr. Murphy think about their adventure?
3. What is an archaeopteryx?
4. What is an archaeoraptor? Where is it found?
5. What helped preserve this fossil?
6. How old did the article say the dino-bird was?
7. Had Nelson Stanley ever been found?
Digging Deeper
1. Research the National Geographic article about the
archaeoraptor. What was the outcome of this article?
(Hint: use the Internet and search the National Geographic website and creation science sources such as
answersingenesis.org or icr.org.)
2. What is the gap theory (also called Theistic evolution)? What effect did Mike’s (Dr. Murphy’s
brother’s) belief in the gap theory have on his son,
David?
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Chapter 12
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

What good news did Dr. Murphy receive in an email?
How was Uncle Mike? Was he able to talk?
What did the three teens plan to do that day?
What warning did Anna give the boys as they were
splashing in the river?
Why was the left fork named the “river of no return”?
What did they find along the river?
Why did Anna want to get closer?
What happened to Anna?

Digging Deeper
1. Creative license was once again used in this chapter.
Can you give several examples of this?
2. Research alligators. Look for information on where
they are found, their size and body structure, and
information about their habitats.
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Chapter 13
1.
2.
3.
4.

What happened to Anna once she fell into the river?
Who was the first person Anna thanked?
What did David think about the situation?
What painful recollection did David share about his
experience with hospitals?
5. What was Mike’s prognosis?
6. What happened to Mike?
Digging Deeper
1. Characters often change in some way during a novel.
Some characters go through more change than others,
and David is one such example. Describe his personality at the beginning of the book and compare it to
the change after Anna’s accident. Why was he shaken
by the accident?
2. How did Anna’s explanation of faith help David?
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Chapter 14
1. Who was the suspect in Mike Murphy’s disappearance?
2. Why did Christian and David have to go back to the
dig site?
3. What did Anna do while the boys were gone?
4. What strange encounter did Anna have?
5. Who did she think this was?
6. How did the camping trip help the relationship between Anna, Christian, and David?
Digging Deeper
1. Once again, creative license comes into play in this
scene. The three teens go on a camping trip. Why is
this considered to be a stretch of the imagination?
2. What do you think Anna or Christian could have done
differently to encourage David in his faith?
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Chapter 15
1. What happened at the dig site?
2. Who did they suspect did the damage and took the
tools?
3. Why was Jim Johnson so agitated?
4. What did Anna’s photos show of the boat?
Digging Deeper
1. Plot development continues as the story unfolds and
more clues have been given. What conclusions, if any,
can you make at this point? When you have completed the novel, come back to this answer to see if
you were correct.

Digging Deeper!
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Chapter 16
1. How did Anna and Christian figure out the perpetrators on the blown-up boat were not trading in drugs?
2. Who was in the helicopter?
3. Who descended upon the site under the cover of
helicopter noise?
4. Who took charge of the chaos at the beginning?
5. What surprise move did David make?
6. How was Dr. Murphy able to emphasize the consequences of trespassing?
7. Who did the Murphys suspect leaked the information?
Digging Deeper
1. Research news conferences. Do they seem to be
orchestrated or unruly? Explain.
2. Is trespassing on private property normally enforced?
Give reasons to support your answer.
3. How has David’s character changed? Explain.
4. Who do you think leaked the story? Substantiate your
answer with well thought out examples.
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Chapter 17
1. What did Anna want to do that made Christian and
David disagree with her?
2. Why did the teens dock the canoe onshore?
3. What did they find in the cabin?
4. What was wrong with the man?
5. Why did Bill Garrison try to scare them away?
6. Had Arcadia man made the news?
7. What did Mr. Garrison explain about the treasure
hunters of long ago?
8. How did the treasure hunters use the area?
9. What did Mr. Garrison give the teens to take back to
the dig?
10. What did Anna and Christian do for Mr. Garrison
before they left?
Digging Deeper
1. Florida thunderstorms do not always come up quickly,
yet the rate of lightning strikes is the highest of all the
states. Research the occurrence of thunderstorms in
your state. What are the statistics compared to Florida
storms?
2. Mr. Garrison was characterized as an adversary earlier
in the story. How has his character changed and how
is this characterization technique used in fiction?
3. The Murphy teens offer to pray for Mr. Garrison. Find
Biblical passages that support prayers for healing or
comfort.
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Chapter 18
1.
2.
3.
4.

What was the status of Mike Murphy?
Why was there tension on the dig site?
Who surprised the Murphys by attending church?
What did Jim insist upon doing before they covered
Arcadia man for the day (against Dr. Murphy’s better
judgment)?
5. Why was Jim so frantic?
6. Why was David unperturbed about the fact that the
fossil was uncovered in the rain?
7. What did the plank of wood do to Arcadia man?
Digging Deeper
1. Dr. Murphy pointed out the Scripture, “the truth will
set you free.” What does he mean by this?
2. If you were in charge of this dig and you had to move
a fossilized man that was as heavy as a rock, how
would you plan on doing this? Sketch this out.
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Chapter 19
1. What was the first thing Dr. Murphy did when he saw
the situation as hopeless?
2. Who broke into the prayer circle?
3. Where was the fossil?
4. Was the fossil damaged?
5. Why was Jim so upset?
6. Why was Dr. Murphy so calm?
7. What was the original plan for moving the fossil after
the rain?
8. Who called for the helicopter?
9. What did Anna suspect happened to Uncle Mike?
Digging Deeper
1. With each chapter, David’s personality improves.
Why do you think this is happening?
2. How does faith come into play at times of extreme
crisis? Give evidence to support your answer, and
include a personal experience if possible.
3. Rewrite the passage where Arcadia man is airlifted.
How would you change this?
4. What science topics are involved in moving the
fossil? List them.
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Chapter 20
1. How did Dr. Murphy save Jim?
2. What comment did David make about the Lord?
3. What did Anna surmise about the Lord’s intervention
on Arcadia man?
4. Why was Dr. Murphy delayed at the airport?
5. What did Anna find in the tent?
Digging Deeper
1. There are various clues in the story foreshadowing
what is about to happen. See how many you can
recall.
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Chapter 21
1. What did Christian find in the spot that once held
Arcadia man?
2. Anna pocketed something from the research tent.
What was it? Was this intentional?
3. What was in the box?
4. What did Harry do?
5. What kind of coins did they discover? Could they be
sold legally?
6. Was David’s tactic to keep Harry from stealing effective? Why or why not?
7. Who rescued Anna and Christian?
Digging Deeper
1. Research sunken treasure and the time period ships
traded in goods laden with valuables. Is there a greater
concentration of sunken wrecks in certain geographic
areas? Why?
2. Name the ways in which Christian’s prayer was able
to help not only himself, but also Anna.
3. How difficult would it be to sell the contents of the
box?
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Chapter 22
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

What important information did Harry have?
Do you think Harry was part of the kidnapper’s ring?
How did the Murphys communicate with David?
Why were Anna and Christian surprised by the name
Nelson?
Who were the homeless men?
Where was Mike Murphy?
Christian was able to identify one of the undercover
men. Who was it?
Who was Lauren?

Digging Deeper
1. Parts of the mystery now are coming together, but
there are many unanswered questions in this chapter.
Make a list of these and see how many you can
answer on your own. Once you finish reading the
book, compare the results. How many were the same?
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Chapter 23
1. What was Slate suspected of doing?
2. Why were Anna’s pictures valuable?
3. What happened to the crooks in the boat which blew
up at the beginning of the story?
4. Who was Allard and what was Harry’s connection to
him?
5. What clue did Anna have that proved the fossil was
not ancient?
6. How did the “missing link” become fossilized?
7. What threw off the Carbon 14 dating?
8. Why did the teens laugh as they thought about Jim?
Digging Deeper
1. Study fossilization. What conditions are necessary for
items to become fossilized?
2. What ulterior motive did Jim have for hiding the
identity of the missing link?
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Vocabulary
As your student reads the novel, it is a good idea to
keep a notebook filled with words he is not familiar with. I
highly recommend a hand-held electronic dictionary. Purchase the nicest your budget allows. With an electronic
dictionary the results are fast, and the child will more than
likely look up the word rather than skip it. Rarely will some
of the scientific terms used in this book appear in the dictionary.
Chapters 1-4
Match the vocabulary words with the definition to the right.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Anthropologist
mammoth
fossilized specimens
archaeologist
stern
brooked
hatch
avalanche
sonar waves

a. to accept no argument
b. the back of the boat
c. an entrance onto a lower
deck on a boat
d. all at once, a rush
e. an extinct mammal
f. one who specializes in the
study of ancient cultures
g. the hardened remains of an
organism of the past
i. one who specializes in the
study of the origin, behavior,
physical, social and cultural
development of humans.
j. having to do with sound
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Chapters 5-8
Fill in the blanks using the words below.
fossilized, missing link, mastodon, bronchoscopy, Neanderthal, Piltdown, arm-to-leg ratio, Darwinian evolution, Homo
sapien, primordial soup, Carbon 14, relative chronology,
strata

1. Human beings are referred to as _______________
___________________ in the scientific world.
2. A joke among creationists is that the ___________
________________ is still missing.
3. A belief in evolution as the primary means for man’s
existence is termed _____________ _____________.
4. The ____________________ remains of a Homo
sapien is at the center of the mystery in this book.
5. Several times in the discovery of human remains there
have been some frauds, among them are
_____________ and ______________________.
6. A large extinct mammal that looks like an elephant is
called a _____________.
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7. _____________________ is the procedure used by a
physician to view the interior of air passages in the
lungs.
8. Evolutionists believe man evolved from a
__________________ ____________.
9. A ________________ _______________ is determined by organizing the layers of strata and objects
found and identified in each.
10. Scientists often use ________________ ______ age
dating to test for millions of years even thought they
are aware that it is most accurate for tests less than
10,000 years.
11. Sedimentary layers are often referred to as
__________.
12. The _______________________________ is the
average value of the length of an arm to a leg.
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Chapter 9-10
A sentence is given using each of the underlined words.
Write a definition based on the word used in context.
1. The Murphys watched as the men began the process of
excavating the fossilized remains.
Definition:______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
2. The only way a fossil can form is through rapid burial
of sedimentary layers of dirt.
Definition:______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
3. The circumference of the cranium of the remains often
reveals important information, such as how the remains compares to the average size (1200 cc) of a
human cranium.
Definition:______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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4. The Carbon 14 dating was attempted on the organic
matter to determine the remaining amount of carbon
left.

Definition:______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5. The creationist’s belief is based on the Genesis account.
Definition:______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
6. Carbon 14 decays at a known rate called a half-life.
Definition:______________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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Fill in the blank:

approximate, unstable, absolute, shallow water
invertebrate, human, young, heat, percent

1. Ninety-five percent of all fossils found are_________
___________________________________________.
2. The tiny percent of _________________ bones found
tells two things: one, the earth is ________________ ,
and two, no transitional fossils have been found.
3. A tiny ____________, (.00125) of all fossils found
are human fossils.
4. Carbon 14 results are _______________________ not
_________________.
5. Carbon 14 contains ________________________
radioactive elements.
6. Factors that can throw off Carbon 14 dating include,
________________, leaching of water solutions, or
coming into contact with a living organism.
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Chapter 11-15

Match the words to the definitions.

1. pneumonia

a. very careful and
precise
b. Drug Enforcement
Agency
c. scientist who studies
fossils of plants, animals
and organisims
d. record situations
through pictures
e. a missing link
f. dinosaur-to-bird link
g. sometimes a fatal
disease
h. a fraud such as
Piltdown man
i. scientists sharing ideas
and concerns
k. purposely changed or
ruined

2. Archaeoraptor
3. transitional forms
4. scientific community
5. sabotaged
6. meticulous
7. DEA
8. photojournalist
9. paleontologists
10. ape-like creature
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Chapter 17-23
Fill in the blanks
Inadvertently, God, valiantly, exertion, pensive, dehydrated, preexisting, notoriety, fulcrum, sardonic
1. _______________ is the best physician a man can
have.
2. He ________________ left the ice out and it melted.
3. She __________________ attempted to save the cat’s
life as he fell from the tree.
4. He collapsed from over
_________________________.
5. Drinking plenty of water will alleviate the problem of
becoming _____________.
6. To be deep in thought is to be
____________________.
7. His voice was scornful and his look
________________ as she attempted to explain the
creationist point of view.
8. Placing the wood underneath the fossil at the
___________________ point greatly aided in lifting
the heavy object.
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9. He achieved a high level of
______________________ from the newspaper
article, which was not at all what he wished.
10. It was found that his illness was due to a
_____________ disease.

Match the words to their synonyms.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

consensus
doubloons
tenacity
contraband
confiscated

a. smuggled
goods
b. impound
c. compromise
d. pieces of eight
e. persistence

Artist rendering by Jessica Dowling
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Answers Key
Chapter 1
1. The members are Jack and Kathy Murphy, Christian,
Anna and Andrew.
2. Jack, a photographer, is tall, lean and blond; Kathy is
petite, has dark brown hair and is expecting a baby;
Christian is tall, thin, wears religious T-shirts; Anna is
petite, has short brown hair; and Andy, six-years old,
is enthusiastic.
3. Anna’s hobby is photography.
4. Dr. Murphy is a photographer, but has a doctorate in
anthropology with a focus in archaeology. (Answers
will vary depending on the edition of the novel. The
first edition novel states Dr. Murphy’s doctorate is in
archaeology.)
5. Lauren is the first-mate, and Slate, the captain.
6. FBI agents.
7. Answers will vary.
Digging Deeper
1.
2.
3.
4.

A Wahoo is a type of fish.
Key Largo is located at mile marker 90.
Answers will vary.
The Murphys are people of faith and a close-knit
family. You can make this assumption by the way
they speak to each other.
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Chapter 2
1. FBI agents rappelled down from the helicopter.
2. Dr. Murphy stood in front of his family to shield them
from harm.
3. The FBI agent wore a bulletproof vest, a helmet with
headset, binoculars, three guns, black pants, and
boots.
4. All were ordered to go below deck, except for Dr.
Murphy who was ordered to drive the boat.
5. The family members began praying.
6. The cabin was sparsely furnished with bolted down
tables and chairs.
7. They left the safety of the cabin to go up on deck.
8. The sound they heard was from bullets.
Digging Deeper
1. Answers will vary.
2. Answers will vary; here are some examples: truth as
in the truth of the Christian faith or those that follow
Christ, truth as in the truth of the mystery being
solved, truth as in telling the truth and not lying, or
truth as in distinguishing between the truth of creation
versus evolution.
3. FBI means Federal Bureau of Investigation and they
normally investigate crimes under federal jurisdiction.
4. It was not a good decision because they could have
been seriously injured and they worried their mother
unnecessarily. Anna and Christian’s decision is one
commonly made in fictitious writing. Characters often
do dangerous things without getting hurt. More than
likely they would have been shot in real life, just as
the man, an experienced FBI agent, was hurt.
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Chapter 3
1. The chase was headed back to shore.
2. One of the FBI agents was shot and Anna made him
as comfortable as possible.
3. Scuba divers were under the sea and in the area. They
may surface without notice, so boat operators must
use caution.
4. Agent Spencer was talking to someone aboard the
helicopter or possibly another agent on the boat.
5. The boat blew up.
6. The people apparently died.
7. The FBI might have confiscated Anna’s camera to use
as evidence.
8. Slate was upset because the FBI agents had commandeered his boat, and there was damage from gunshots.
9. He enjoyed all the action, with the helicopter, highspeed chase, and FBI agents—especially the TV
cameras which meant he would see himself on television.
Digging Deeper
1. This is a possibility but an extremely slim one.
2. Creative license includes events which are rarely
plausible to make the story more exciting. One example is Anna and Christian heading topside to help
the experienced FBI agents, and actually being of
help! There are many times the authors have used this
technique in the novel and the answers will vary.
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Chapter 4
1. The boat they were on was mistaken as the criminal’s
boat, causing the FBI to board the wrong one.
2. Because of all of the events that transpired, she felt
they had been enticed into a free trip under false
pretenses.
3. They seemed to get along well and acted like friends
instead of siblings.
4. They are suspects because the criminals apparently
used the boat they were on as a decoy. Their only
reason for being aboard was under the guise of a free
fishing trip. The FBI needed to verify their story.
5. He was upset by their decision.
6. They wanted to be of help.
7. A friend of Mike’s called to say Mike was in the
hospital and had wanted to know if Dr. Murphy had
received an email.
8. Mike needed Jack to come to Arcadia to oversee a dig,
since something of great importance had been found.
9. Jack had a doctorate degree in archaeology, which
falls under the category of anthropology.
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Digging Deeper:
1. “If it looks too good to be true, it probably is” means
just what it says. Very rarely is something given away
for free without any conditions. In this situation, a
free fishing trip turned into a nightmare. The phrase
“guilty by association” means that if someone has a
questionable reputation and another person appears to
be friends with him, then he, by way of association,
seems also to have a questionable reputation. This is
a three-part question. The other answers will vary.
2. Archaeology is a subgroup of anthropology. Archaeology focuses on the study of culture. Anthropology is
the study of human origin, behavior, physical, social
and cultural development of humans.

Amanda Dutton viewing fossilized bone
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Chapter 5
1. She was going to have a baby in a little more than a
month.
2. He was originally going to photograph the progress of
the dig.
3. The Murphy teens were able to go on the trip since
they were homeschooled and had flexible schedules.
4. Anna took pictures. Christian was an expert with
technical equipment such as computers and photographic equipment, and he was interested in archaeology.
5. The Murphys rarely saw Uncle Mike.
6. Smugglers had once used Arcadia as a base for their
illegal activities.
7. Christian was afraid the equipment would get wet. His
dad’s solution was to use waterproof bags for all the
equipment.
8. They thought they spotted Lauren, who was first mate
on the Wahoo Racer.
9. He is dying.
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Digging Deeper
1. Christian had his laptop computer hooked to a cell
phone which allowed him access online. The computer and the cell phone contained software that
allowed this to take place.
2. Keywords are one or more words typed into a search
engine to narrow down a search on the Internet.
There are several techniques used to narrow down
searches; one is to use shift-8. This provides an
asterisk on either side of the word, which tells the
search engine to only look for the words exactly as
typed without variations. Answers will vary.
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Chapter 6
1. David is Uncle Mike’s son; he is of medium height,
tanned and muscular.
2. David was angry and rude.
3. Christian prayed for David.
4. He had an unidentified type of pneumonia, but his
condition was stable.
5. A code was devised of blinking eyes; one was for yes,
and two was for no.
Digging Deeper
1. An antagonist is one who is at odds with the main
characters in the story. The ones named so far are
Lauren, Slate, Jim, and the unnamed man driving the
Range Rover.
2. Answers will vary; some may contain the following
examples: Dr. Murphy was obligated to protect his
family in the face of adversity; the Murphy teens
needed to be reprimanded for placing their lives in
danger; the Murphys are obligated to share their faith
with others.
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Chapter 7
1. The weather had been unseasonably dry so no ground
fires were allowed.
2. David was trying to set the tone that he was an adult
and wanted to be treated that way.
3. Anna was taking care of the family by making food
and drinks.
4. David believed that millions of years were associated
with evolution and the Murphys held to their creationist belief that the earth was young.
5. The missing link is the missing evidence supporting
the evolutionist’s belief of the man-to-ape connection.
6. Mike believes in God as Creator, but that God allowed
creatures to evolve from a primordial soup.
Digging Deeper
1. Various bones and unfossilized teeth have been found
along the Peace River including mammoth bones and
all kinds of shark’s teeth.
2. Woolly Mammoths are extinct land animals found in
sedimentary layers all over the world. A section of
mammoth bone has been excavated from the campsite
area along the Peace River in Arcadia, Florida.
3. All of these finds have been proven to be fully man or
pieces of various animals placed together from different strata giving them no credence whatsoever. For
more details, see Creation Science: A Study Guide to
Creation by Gerwitz and Whitlock, or the recommended websites given with the question.
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Chapter 8
1. David’s proof was in the data from the Carbon 14
dating.
2. The name is given to the fossilized skeleton they are
unearthing at the dig site.
3. A relative chronology is the order or sequence of the
date when items are found in the layers of strata and
the relationships they have to other items found.
4. “Absolute time” means within a span of a few hundred or thousand years.
5. Heat, the age of fossil materials, or leaching of minerals from water where fossilized materials may lie can
affect the accuracy of Carbon 14 dating.
6. Mike had improved dramatically; the results of his
tests came back negative.
7. Jack was unable to speak with his brother because he
was sleeping.
8. The Murphys arrived on the archaeological site by
way of a small motorboat.
9. Jim was the leader of the dig since Mike was ill. He
was a past student of Mike’s.
10. If the missing link had truly been found, the place
would be crawling with photographers and news
crews which could damage the dig site.
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Digging Deeper
1. Carbon 14 dating is usually effective in dating ages no
greater than 4-10,000 years, yet it is routinely used to
age-date items considered by some to be millions of
years old.
2. Camping items may include, but are not limited to:
sleeping bags, tents, flashlight, clothing, pillows,
food, water, bug spray, cooking and eating utensils,
and a first-aid kit.

Shower Time!
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Chapter 9
1. The excavation site consisted of a 225 square feet area
(or 20.9 square meters) marked by orange ropes and
florescent tape stretched across in one-foot (or meter)
square increments. (Editor’s note: The first version of
this novel contains measurements in feet, the second
edition contains metric as this is the norm in science.)
The excavation was actually on an incline consisting
of sandy soil. There was a canopy over the site.
2. Arcadia man was hard as a rock, blackened and
shriveled. His lower jaw jutted outwardly.
3. Arcadia man was such an important find since it was
fully articulated (intact and complete).
4. Humans have larger brains; therefore, their cranium
dimensions indicate this feature. Humans are more
intelligent than those creatures with smaller craniums.
5. The fossilized man was found at an angle within the
incline and could easily wash into the river below if
there were a large rainstorm.
6. David was convinced this was indeed the missing link
since the strata (layers of dirt) in which it was found
contained organic matter (plants and other living
things) that was age-dated to live during that period of
time.
7. A very small percentage of all fossils found (approximately .00125) are human bones. If evolutionary
beliefs are indeed correct and people have been
evolving for millions of years, there should be a
tremendous amount of fossilized bones demonstrating
various intermediates (transitional fossils).
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Not even 1% of the fossil record points to
evolution and most fossilized remains reaffirm the
findings of a fairly young (6-10 thousand-year-old)
earth.
8. Dr. Murphy was afraid his brother Mike wanted him
to help prove an evolutionary position that would be
in opposition to his moral convictions. If this were
indeed a suspected missing link, credibility would
immediately be given to the find based on Dr.
Murphy’s recognition in the anthropological world.
9. Anna suspected that Arcadia man was a hoax.

Hard Workers!
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Digging Deeper
1. Records are very meticulously kept such as what
artifact is found in what quadrant of a pre-mapped out
area. Names and records are kept on each item which
is tagged and bagged whenever possible.
2. It is important to keep careful records for the writing
of papers that document each of the discoveries.
These records will help to remind the scientist of
information that otherwise would have been forgotten.
3. Answers will vary. These may have been perpetuated
to add credence to the remarks made by Charles
Darwin. He claimed that in years to come the fossil
record would definitely prove that transitional fossils
did indeed occur and were not just a theory.
4. Excavations take place using precise methods so that
records may be kept. Tools such as trowels, picks,
axes, and larger shovels are used to pry away the sand
and debris from any finds. Soft brushes are used once
an item is found and uncovered to push away further
sand or debris. If there is a large bone which may
crack in moving, it is often packed with plaster or
other similar substance to keep it from breaking.
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Chapter 10
1. Lauren (the lady on the charter boat) and Harry (the
hired-hand on the dig) were the two people spotted by
Anna and Christian.
2. It didn’t make any sense to the teens that Lauren was
in town; therefore, they considered it suspicious and
decided to follow her to see where she was going.
3. No, he didn’t have experience in spying. Answers will
vary.
4. They had no evidence of any wrongdoing.
5. Yes, a young man was driving and waiting for Lauren
to exit the drug store.
6. Lauren went to a motel.
7. Anna and Christian saw Lauren and the driver go to
the second floor. They then heard a crash and a
scream.
Digging Deeper
1.
2.
3.
4.

Answers will vary.
Answers will vary.
Answers will vary.
The climax in a book is usually referred to as the main
point where the book peaks in interest. Usually the
plot begins to slow down after this point. In this
novel, an attempt is made to end as many chapters as
possible with a cliffhanger or at a climactic point in
order to encourage the reader to read the next chapter.
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Chapter 11
1. Dr. Murphy had been using the Internet to research
information about transitional fossils and was
emailing a friend for information.
2. Their father was very surprised to hear that Lauren
was in town and not very happy to hear they had
followed her.
3. It is the oldest known bird discovered in Germany in
1861. Evolutionists believe it is a transition between
a dinosaur and bird; creationists believe it is a kind of
bird (a variation within the species).
4. An Archaeoraptor was found in Liaoning Providence
in China and was believed by evolutionists to be a
transitional fossil that went further than the Archaeopteryx in the dino-bird link.
5. The sediments from the lake and volcanic ash helped
to preserve the fossil.
6. The article said the creature was 120 million years
old.
7. Nelson Stanley had never been found.

62

Digging Deeper
1. The National Geographic wrote about this creature as
a true missing link between the fabricated dinosaur-tobird transition, using false documentation and sources.
It later printed an article retracting this missing link
after pressure from many including the Smithsonian
Institution’s curator of science.
2. Since Mike believed that God created the world and
then left it to it’s own devices, he allowed for the
evolutionary idea of slow change over millions of
years. His son, David, took this view one step further
by taking God out of the equation altogether.

Bucket Brigade
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Chapter 12
1. Dr. Murphy received a return email reaffirming his
hunch that no transitional fossils had ever been found.
2. Mike was too sleepy to talk.
3. The three teens planned to canoe down the Peace River.
4. Anna warned the boys to keep an eye out for alligators.
5. The left fork was normally avoided due to the fact that
the river became shallower and this was an area where
gators were often seen.
6. They found approximately 20 alligators in and around
the bank of the river.
7. Anna wanted to get a little closer to take some pictures.
8. Anna fell over the side into the alligator infested waters.
Digging Deeper
1. Alligators don’t sun themselves along banks in hot
weather. They are cold- blooded and rely on the
weather to regulate their systems, so on hot days they
try to find shade or cooler water. Also, if Anna had
fallen in the water, it would have been very difficult to
get her out without any danger. She more than likely
would have been hurt. Another dimension to this: if
there were that many alligators within miles of a
residential area, they more than likely would have
been removed by the Florida Fish and Game Division.
2. Answers will vary.
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Chapter 13
1. Anna narrowly missed being gator bait.
2. Anna first thanked the Lord.
3. David was uncomfortable being around people with
faith because he didn’t understand their devotion.
4. David remembered his mother being in and out of the
hospital many times before her death two years ago.
5. Dr. DeWitte said Mike could go home in several days.
6. It appeared that Mike was nowhere to be found, and
the Murphys suspected foul play.
Digging Deeper
1. David’s character was deeply affected by Anna’s
accident because she could have suffered an awful
death. He began questioning their devotion and faith
and his own.
2. Anna’s answers to David were kind and gentle. She
knew he wanted to know more but was tentative, so
she gently explained what it meant to have faith.
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Chapter 14
1. The suspects in Mike’s disappearance were the two
male nurses.
2. The batteries in their two-way radio died. David
wanted to get replacements in case there was any
news about his father.
3. She put away the supplies, stargazed, and pondered
the mystery.
4. A fur-clad man warned her to tell the others at the dig
to stay away.
5. Anna thought it was a prank staged by the boys since
the man was in the shadows.
6. Answers will vary. They were able to confide in
David about the mysterious events that had taken
place up to this point.
Digging Deeper
1. Creative license was used in that the teens more than
likely would not have gone on a camping trip with Dr.
Mike Murphy missing.
2. Answers will vary.
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Chapter 15
1. Tents were slashed and tools stolen.
2. They suspected that the same person who tried to
scare Anna is the same person who stole the tools.
3. Jim was worried about Arcadia man being ruined and
therefore his fame in being associated with this magnificent find was in jeopardy.
4. Anna’s photos showed the man on the boat (before it
blew up) was the same man they later saw driving
with Lauren in town.
Digging Deeper
1. Answers will vary.

Keep Digging!
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Chapter 16
1. The DEA (a federal bureau that investigates drug
trafficking) would have been involved in the investigation instead of the FBI.
2. The TV news crew was in the helicopter.
3. Under the cover of the helicopter, the reporters descended upon the site.
4. Jim responded to the reporters as if he were the person
in charge.
5. David interrupted Jim, kept him from answering any
questions specifically, and sent the reporters away.
6. Dr. Murphy backed David by holding up a cell phone
and explaining that the sheriff had been alerted to
escort them off the private property.
7. The Murphys suspected that someone (perhaps Jim)
had let the information leak to the press.
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Digging Deeper
1. Answers will vary. Presidential news conferences
seem more orderly than most.
2. Answers will vary. Trespassing is not normally enforced, such as cutting through a neighbor’s yard to
get to the other side. Yet, in situations where signs are
posted, caution and adherence to the warnings should
be taken as the property owners may prosecute if they
so choose.
3. David began as a sullen, belligerent, and anti-social
person. At this point in the story he has begun to
realize there is more to life. He seems to have matured
and taken command in a grown-up way.
4. Answers will vary.

Almost Done!
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Chapter 17
1. Anna wanted to take more pictures for her father.
2. There was a rainstorm with lightening, so they tried to
find cover.
3. They found an old man who was the one who attempted to scare Anna the night of the camping trip.
4. Answers will vary; some may state a cold, the flu, or
he was sick.
5. He thought they were involved with the treasure
hunters and thieves.
6. Yes, Arcadia man made the news and Mr. Garrison
said he saw it on television and realized his mistake.
7. He was familiar with the 30-year-old news story
Christian had discovered on the Internet. He explained that he believed they had stolen from other
thieves and used the river to transport the treasure.
8. The thieves used this deserted area as a hideout.
9. Mr. Garrison gave them tools to take back to the dig.
10. Anna and Christian took care of his basic needs and
then prayed for him to get better.
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Digging Deeper
1. Answers will vary.
2. Mr. Garrison was an adversary because he mistakenly
believed the Murphys and those involved in the dig
were doing something illegal. Sometimes people act
out of character because of what they believe to be the
truth rather than what they know for certain. This
technique is often used in fiction to portray a suspect
that is later discounted.
3. Praying for others for healing in the name of Christ is
Biblical. Answers will vary.

Working Together
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Chapter 18
1. Jack Murphy had offered a sizeable reward to anyone
helping to find his brother. The law enforcement was
having trouble following up on all the leads.
2. Dr. Murphy believed someone had leaked the information to the news but didn’t want to place blame,
since it wouldn’t help the situation as the damage had
already been done. This led to tension on the site.
3. David surprised the Murphys by attending church
with them.
4. Jim wanted to place a piece of yellow pine wood as a
brace under Arcadia man.
5. Jim wanted to finish securing the fossilized remains as
quickly as possible.
6. The rain would wash off all the dirt.
7. The wood lifted the fossil up, allowing the rain to
quickly erode the embankment. This caused Arcadia
man to slide down on the wood and into the river.
Digging Deeper
1. Dr. Murphy was referring to the truth about Christ. He
believed this meant that if you focused on what is
most important (faith in Jesus Christ as Savior) everything else in your life would fall into place.
2. Answers will vary.
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Chapter 19
1. Jack grabbed his children’s hands and began to pray.
2. David broke into the prayer circle to pray with them.
3. The fossil landed face down in the muck on the river’s
edge.
4. There was a large crack on the side of the fossil.
5. Jim was so upset because he was worried about his
reputation over everything else. If the fossil was
damaged, he might not receive the acclaim he desired.
6. Dr. Murphy was relying not on his own strength, but
on the strength of God.
7. They had planned to airlift the fossil once it had been
lifted up from the water’s edge.
8. Jim called for the helicopter.
9. Anna suspected that Uncle Mike had been poisoned or
somehow had become infected.
Digging Deeper
1. David’s character begins to change as part of the
storyline, echoing the theme, “the truth will set you
free.” David sees the truth of Christ demonstrated in
his cousins’ lives. He is still unsure, yet likes what he
sees and wants to have the freedom to rely on someone greater than himself.
2. Answers will vary but may include: praying in times
of crisis, calm in the face of adversity, love and
compassion for others.
3. Answers will vary.
4. Answers will vary but may include: physics, pulleys
and levers, fulcrum, leverage, science, mathematics,
thinking skills.
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Chapter 20
1. Jim wanted to stop the fossilized remains weighing
hundreds of pounds, and would have been crushed
and injured if Jack hadn’t pulled him to safety.
2. David said, “It’s as if some Divine hand was holding
him up.”
3. Anna thought the Lord wanted to preserve Arcadia
man to prove he wasn’t the missing link.
4. News reporters had been anonymously tipped and
were trying to get information at the airport, which
delayed Jack.
5. Anna found a 1967 penny imbedded in a piece of
rock.
Digging Deeper
1. Answers will vary but may include: earlier difficulty
in getting the wood under the fossil due to its hitting
the metal box, finding the penny, learning more about
the treasure hunters from Mr. Garrison, eliminating
Mr. Garrison as a suspect, suspecting Jim of ulterior
motives, etc.
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Chapter 21
1. After Arcadia man had been removed, a hole was left
which contained a metal box.
2. In her haste, Anna pocketed the fossilized rock with
the coin. This was done by accident.
3. Gold coins were in the box.
4. Harry stole the gold at gunpoint
5. The coins appeared to be Spanish doubloons. They
could only be sold on the black market (illegally).
6. David’s plan backfired. Not only did he not prevent
Harry from taking the coins, but he caused Harry to
decide he needed David and therefore became a
kidnap victim.
7. Bill Garrison came to rescue the Murphys.
Digging Deeper
1. Answers will vary but may include: sunken treasure
being found off the east coast of Florida and coming
from the historic time periods of the 1700-1800’s.
There is a greater concentration of wrecks off the
coast of Florida and the Atlantic Ocean in general.
This is due to adverse weather conditions such as
hurricanes. This water route was often used by ships,
which required trade winds to help them on their
journey back to Europe (Spain, France, England).
2. By praying, the teens had peace and realized that the
Lord would watch over them once they surrendered
the situation to Him.
3. It would have been extremely difficult to sell the coins
legally. The state would lay some claim on the coins,
as would the country of origin.
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Chapter 22
1. Harry knew the whereabouts of David’s father.
2. More than likely Harry is an accomplice but not the
mastermind.
3. The Murphys were able to contact David by shortwave radio.
4. The old unsolved mystery (hideout) was based on the
Peace River. Nelson Stanley ran the smuggling ring.
5. The homeless men were undercover agents.
6. Mike was upstairs in a hotel room.
7. Christian recognized Agent Spencer from the Keys.
8. Lauren, an FBI agent’s real name, was Sarah Spencer,
and she was married to Tyler (also of the FBI).
Digging Deeper
1. Answers will vary.
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Chapter 23
1. Slate was pulling up gold artifacts left by smugglers in
crab traps.
2. Anna’s pictures contained information that linked
Nelson to the other boat and therefore to part of the
criminal ring.
3. All of the people aboard the boat escaped using scuba
gear before the boat exploded.
4. Allard was Harry’s father. He worked as a hired hand
for the theft ring in Arcadia. He was involved in
burying the treasure in the ground. His fossilized
remains were what was being excavated.
5. The penny from 1967 which was imbedded in the
stone and found near the fossil seemed to prove the
remains were not ancient.
6. The soil contained phosphate and water; key ingredients to fossilization of bones. It appeared that Allard’s
death was due to electrocution sustained during a
period of time. He had fallen on power lines which
were supplying light to the area where he was burying
the treasure when he fell into the hole he was digging.
These factors all could have contributed to the process
of fossilization.
7. The heat from the electrocution could easily have
thrown off the Carbon 14 dating.
8. The thought of Jim telling the world he had found the
missing link when it was really the remains of a recent
man gave them cause for humor. It would turn out to
be a very embarrassing situation for Jim when the
truth was revealed.
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Digging Deeper
1. Answers will vary.
2. Jim wanted fame and fortune. When he found the
coin, he hid his findings so others would continue to
believe this was indeed an ancient man. His haste was
also to avoid possible detection, as he was fearful that
other more recent evidence could point toward this
being a recent man.

Vocabulary Answer Key
Chapters 1-4
1. i , 2. e , 3. g , 4. f , 5. b, 6. a., 7 .c, 8. d, 9. j
Chapters 5-8
1. Homo sapien
2. missing link
3. Darwinian evolution
4. fossilized
5. Neanderthal, Piltdown
6. mastodon
7. bronchoscopy
8. primordial soup
9. relative chronology
10. Carbon 14
11. strata
12. arm-to-leg ratio
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Chapters 9-10
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

to remove, dig out or exhume
to bury with water or sediment very quickly
skull, or head
natural, once living
belief the world began as stated in the book of Genesis in the Bible
6. the time it takes for radioactivity (in material taken
from a living organism) to be reduced to half of its
initial value by both biological processes and radioactive decay
Fill in the blank
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

shallow water invertebrate
human, young
percent
approximate, absolute
unstable
heat

Chapters 11-15
1. g, 2. f, 3.e, 4. i, 5. k, 6. a. 7. b, 8. d, 9. c, 10. h
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Chapters 17-23
Fill in the blanks
1. God
2. inadvertently
3. valiantly
4. exertion
5. dehydrated
6. pensive
7. sardonic
8. fulcrum
9. notoriety
10. preexsisting
Matching words
1. c 2. d 3. e

4. a

5. b

These photos were taken on a paleontological dig located
on the Peace River, in Arcadia, Florida. Thanks to Creation
Studies Institute founder, Tom DeRosa: jdsci@bellsouth.net,
Kelly@calvaryftl.org or www.creationstudies.org and Creation
Expeditions founders Pete and Linda DeRosa and family:
pderosa@cleanweb.com or www.creationexpeditions.com.
Thanks to all the photo models: Peter, Mark, Linda, and Pete
DeRosa, Dan Burns, Amanda and Bev Dutton, Luke Carlson and
Christina Gerwitz!
Media Angels, Inc., is owned by Jeff and Felice Gerwitz.
It was formed to publish high-quality materials for the busy family.
Email Felice at MediaAngels@aol.com or visit:
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