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“Whatever you do, do with the joy of the Lord in your heart.” 

 

lanning is a tool we use to feel a sense of accomplishment. Many times our days consist of putting out 

fires and getting the kids fed and dressed! And sometimes we just settle for fed. Accidents happen, 

plans change and often we feel frazzled. I learned several secrets during my years of homeschooling 

and working from my home. I learned that if I put it on a list, even if I never looked at that list again, I re-

membered it. I also learned some of the things below: 

1. Plans are meant to be broken. Don’t stress if everything does not get finished in one day. God willing 

there is tomorrow. 

2. Planning my homeschool schedule one year in advance is the best gift I can give myself. Many times I 

went to the plan when I felt lost. If something didn’t work out for us, no problem! I shifted gears and 

skipped ahead… and then added to the list. 

3. During my planning time my children enjoyed movies, crafts and play time. I hired a babysitter, typically 

the kid next door or my husband watched the children on a weekend so I could think. 

4. I bundled activities. One day for errands and field trips. That was it. I was always tempted to run to the 

store for one thing or another, but I learned that if I did this I would lose precious time of homeschooling. 

5. Emails and computer time was at lunch time. Even with a business there was absolutely nothing that 

could not wait. (Yes, even a downed website could do without me for three or four hours.) I put my fami-

ly first. 

6. Unit studies were a gift from God. I could teach multi-aged and multi-levels all at the same time, with 

various additions such as a grade specific math and reading book. Otherwise we learned as a family. 

7.  Field trips were another blessing. We arranged our homeschool learning around our trips as much as pos-

sible, reading library books and building our own home library. The children illustrated, took pictures and 

created their own memory books after each of these outings. 

8. Hands-on learning was important no matter what the age of the child. Whether it was a mechanical toy, or 

paper body parts they put together or a chemistry, biology or physics lab as they got older. Experiential 

learning was important for long-term memory. 

P 
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9. Memorization charts are a fun way to learn facts as a family. I made it a game. A bird chart of various 

types of birds, and I allowed the children to study these charts daily. Then came the quiz on Friday (orally) 

as I pointed to each bird and the children excitedly named them one-by-one. I used this technique with 

parts of speech, the periodic table of elements, biology, etc.  

10. My children had their own chore and school subject check-off list. They could show dad or me each day 

their accomplishments especially for subjects they handled on their own such as math or writing. I gave 

rewards when they were younger for completed check off lists. They could select a meal or a movie we 

would all watch as a family. Believe me we often had 3 movies to watch in one weekend because all three 

of the younger children (my most competitive kids) would complete their lists and chores.   

However you use this planner I pray that you relax and use this time to enjoy your children. I had two children, 

a space of twelve years before I had the next three. So, basically I had two families with the same husband! I 

got a “do over!” I could improve on my homeschool methods over the first two, I could change and do some of 

the things I had hoped to do but never accomplished with the older ones as well. This planner is a reflection of 

some of the changes I implemented. I’m sure you can add your own as well. Happy planning!  

      Blessings, Felice Gerwitz  
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Four Square Planning: 

There are four main parts of any homeschool mom’s life. Faith, Kids, School and Household. In that order for 

me! Here are some squares to get you started. I’ll include some blanks for you. You can do a week in review 

like me, or do this daily. 

Faith: 

Pray daily 

Bible reading  

Time to listen to God 

Podcast: A few minutes with God 

podcast (*wink—I host this pod-

cast!) 

 

Kids: 

Goals:  

Spiritual / character 

Specific academic goals 

Assign chores 

 

School 

Subjects for the week 

Reading/ writing assignments 

projects 

Special events / field trips 

Check off lists filled out daily 

 

Household 

Weekly menu 

Grocery shopping 

Cleaning schedule 

Errands  

washing/ folding clothes  

schedule 

Four Square Planning 
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Four Square Planning: 

There are four main parts of any homeschool mom’s life. Faith, Kids, School and Household. In that order for 

me! Here are some squares to get you started. I’ll include some blanks for you. You can do a week in review 

like me, or do this daily. 

Faith: 

 

Kids: 

 

School 

 

Household 

 

Four Square Planning 
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Quarterly planning—jump start your year 

Add topics to study, field trips, projects, books to read, etc. 

Fall 

 

 

 

Winter 

spring summer 

 

Quarterly  Planning 
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Yearly planning—academic plan 

Overall topics, projects, books to read, field trips. 

August 

 

 

 

September 

October 

Yearly Plan 
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Yearly planning—academic plan 

Overall topics, projects, books to read, field trips. 

November 

 

 

 

December 

January 

Yearly Plan 
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Yearly planning—academic plan 

Overall topics, projects, books to read, field trips. 

February  

 

 

 

March 

april 

Yearly Plan 
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Yearly planning—academic plan 

Overall topics, projects, books to read, field trips. 

may 

 

 

 

June 

july 

Yearly Plan 
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Fun activities to add as time permits 

Place your best ideas for adding some fun activities into your homeschool. See examples below.  

Art 

 

Learn new art techniques.  

Pen and watercolors 

Acrylics  

Origami  

 

 

Music 

 

Classical Music study  

Identify different musical instruments  

Recorder with book 

Take music lessons  

 

Projects 

 

Create books from field trips 

History diorama  

Science project  

 

Fun activities & projects 
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Fun activities to add as time permits 

Place your best ideas for adding some fun activities into your homeschool. See examples below.  

Art 

 

 

 

 

Music 

 

 

Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun activities & projects 



17 

 



18 

 

 
 
 

Weekly  
planner 



19 

 

 Today is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Time Schedule 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DATE: 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 



20 

 

 Today is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Time Schedule 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DATE: 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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 Today is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Time Schedule 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DATE: 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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 Rejoice in the lord always 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DATE: 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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  Rejoice in the lord always 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DATE: 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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  Rejoice in the lord always 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DATE: 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
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Use these national and USA celebrations to create fun activities each day in your home.  

Check off the ones you will celebrate. These dates will change depending on the year. 

 

November Fun National and USA  

Celebrations  

 
 Jan. 1 New Year’s Day 

 (Saturday or Sunday) Feast of the Epiphany 

 (Sunday) Orthodox Christmas Day 

 National Chocolate Covered Cherry Day 

 National Spaghetti Day 

 National Trivia Day 

 National Bird Day 

 National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day 

 Orthodox New Year  

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 National Step in a Puddle Day 

 Civil Rights Day 

 National Milk Day 

 National Dress Up Your Pet Day 

 National Handwriting Day 

 National Compliment Day 

 National Peanut Butter Day 

 National Chocolate Cake Day 

  

January 
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Goals for  
January 

Goals for the month — what are things are on the top of my to-do list: 
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Grade Chart 

First Semester 

 Dates: 

Second Semester 

 Dates: 

SUBJECT Week 2 Week 4 Week 6 Week 8 Week 10 Week 12 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

SUBJECT Week 2 Week 4 Week 6 Week 8 Week 10 Week 12 
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Chore chart 

Quick start guide 

 

Kitchen  

Counters (clean and clear) 

Microwave stove fridge and ovens (clean  

Sweep under table and kitchen 

House  

Vacuum floors and stairs  

Clean living room 

Dust around the arches and statures  

Dust around the TV 

Put away all blankets and stuff on couch 

Use furniture cleaner and glass cleaner for furniture 

Sweep floors 

Upstairs vacuum and pick up 

Dust shelves  

Dust baseboards 

Vacuum spider webs 

Pick up books and papers 

Shelve books 

Dust  

See individual rooms for details 

Clean glass  

Windows and doors – sliders 

Mirrored doors in hallway 

See individual rooms for details  

Clean bathrooms  

Each person is responsible for their own bathroom, showers, mirrors, sinks and toilets 

Out side  

Clean porch 

Clean pool   

Mow   
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Garage  

Put away water bottles 

Pick up tools  

Put toys away on the shelf (scooters, balls, etc.) 

Rooms  

Dust weekly 

Pick up clothes- daily  

Hang up clothes, fold and store NEATLY in drawers 

Clean off furniture – dresser tops 

Vacuum weekly 

Pull out bed and vacuum monthly 

Sheets, pillowcases changed weekly 

Clean up closet – bi-yearly 

 

Fold laundry 

As needed on a daily basis most days 

Put away towels and clothes in perspective rooms 

Dinner   

Set the table 

Help with dinner prep 

Put food on table 

Clear off table 

Do dishes 

Wipe off the table 

Load dishwasher 

Unload dishwasher  

Dessert Time 

Take care of your own bowls or dishes  

Take care of ice-cream or stuff – put away 

If the dishwasher hasn’t been started put it in the dishwasher 

Make dessert – TAKE turns 
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Planning Meals: 

Monday cook meals with possible leftovers that can be repurposed, such as chicken. Make 

baked chicken for one meal, turn it into shredded barbeque chicken several days later. Grill 

one day, cuts down on the kitchen mess. Double a recipe one day and freeze it for another 

week. There are many ways to save time and serve nutritious meals to your family.  

  

1. Tried and true recipes. 

2. Crock pot or pressure cooker meals—set it and forget it.  

3. Double or triple your recipes and freeze the others for another day. 

4. Try different recipes for special occasions or if you are studying a specific country.  

 

Kid Friendly Recipes: 

1. Simple is best  

2. Cut up veggies and homemade dip 

3. Encourage your children to help you cook. 

4. Use cooking as a learning tool.  

5. You can teach science, cooking techniques, seasonal foods.  

6. Teach nutrition through foods. 
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 She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.  

 

GROCERY LIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Meals 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

MEAL PLAN 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAN AHEAD 
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 She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.  

 

GROCERY LIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day Meals 

Monday  

  

Tuesday  

  

Wednes-

day 

 

  

Thursday  

  

Friday   

  

Saturday  

  

Sunday  

  

  

  

  

 

MEAL PLAN 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAN AHEAD 
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 Jesus Loves me this I know because the bible tells me so... 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DATE: 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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 Jesus Loves me this I know because the bible tells me so... 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 
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NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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 Jesus Loves me this I know because the bible tells me so... 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DATE: 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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 Jesus Loves me this I know because the bible tells me so... 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DATE: 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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 Jesus Loves me this I know because the bible tells me so... 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 
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NOTES 
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 Jesus Loves me this I know because the bible tells me so... 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 
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NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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 Jesus Loves me this I know because the bible tells me so... 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DATE: 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 



47 

 

 Jesus Loves me this I know because the bible tells me so... 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 
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 Jesus Loves me this I know because the bible tells me so... 

 

TO DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Schedule 
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NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORES 
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         Philippians 4:13 ~ I can do all this through him who gives me strength 

 

Time Subjects 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK OF:  
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          Philippians 4:13 ~ I can do all this through him who gives me strength 

 

Time Subjects 
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          Philippians 4:13 ~ I can do all this through him who gives me strength 

 

Time Subjects 
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          Philippians 4:13 ~ I can do all this through him who gives me strength 

 

Time Subjects 
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          Philippians 4:13 ~ I can do all this through him who gives me strength 

 

Time Subjects 
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          Philippians 4:13 ~ I can do all this through him who gives me strength 

 

Time Subjects 
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          Philippians 4:13 ~ I can do all this through him who gives me strength 

 

Time Subjects 
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          Philippians 4:13 ~ I can do all this through him who gives me strength 

 

Time Subjects 
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          Philippians 4:13 ~ I can do all this through him who gives me strength 

 

Time Subjects 
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          Philippians 4:13 ~ I can do all this through him who gives me strength 

 

Time Subjects 
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   The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message.  

 

Author title 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

READING LIST OF BOOKS 
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Monday 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 

 

 

 

Wednesday 

 

 

 

Thursday 

 

 

 

Friday 

Math 

Language 

Bible/ Lesson :  

Drills:  

English 

Science 

Gov./ History 

Math 

Language 

Bible/ Lesson :   

Health:  

English I: 

Science:  

Gov./History 

Math: 

Language 

Bible/ Lesson :  

Health: 

English I: 

Science:  

Gov./History 

Math: 

Language: 

Bible/ Lesson :  

Health: 

English I: 

Science:  

Gov./History 

Math: 

Language: 

Bible/ Lesson :  

Health: 

Literature: 

English I: 

Gov./History 

Lessons 

Date:  
Name:  
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Monday 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 

 

 

 

Wednesday 

 

 

 

Thursday 

 

 

 

Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:  
Name:  
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

       

       

       

       

       

       

 

       

       

       

       

       

       

Monthly  

Chore Chart 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

       

       

       

       

       

       

 

       

       

       

       

       

       

Monthly Chart 
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Date 

Address  

Dear __________________________________ 

How are you?  

Write or draw something 

you are thankful for to-

day. 

Write or draw about 

something you want the 

person you are writing 

to, to know. 

Draw a picture or 

write a poem 
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“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 

Luke 2:29-32 

Thank God for The New Year: 
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Copy Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Praise the Lord! Praise God in his Temple! Praise his strength 

in heaven! Praise him for the mighty things he has done. 

Praise his supreme greatness. Praise him with trumpets. Praise 

him with harps and lyres. ... Psalm 150 
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Copy Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“To have knowledge, you must first have reverence for the Lord.[a]Stupid 

people have no respect for wisdom and refuse to learn. My child, pay atten-

tion to what your father and mother tell you. 9 Their teaching will improve your 

character as a handsome turban or a necklace improves your appearance.... 

Proverbs 1: 7-9 
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Copy Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “My child, learn what I teach you and never forget what I tell you to do. Listen to what is 

wise and try to understand it. Yes, beg for knowledge; plead for insight. Look for it as hard 

as you would for silver or some hidden treasure. If you do, you will know what it means to 

fear the Lord and you will succeed in learning about God. It is the Lord who gives wisdom; 

from him come knowledge and understanding. He provides help and protection for those 

who are righteous and honest. He protects those who treat others fairly, and guards those 

who are devoted to him. Proverbs 2: 1-8 
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JOURNAL  
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JOURNAL  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


