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Introduction:

 Why is forming a Christian worldview important? If 
you studied the fi rst novel in the series, The Missing Link: 
Found and the accompanying study guide, then you will 
already have your answer. If not, you may want to give this 
some thought. The way you view the world is of major im-
portance to your life.  That is why understanding the ramifi ca-
tions of the belief of evolution over Creation is so signifi cant.
 Although there are many variations, the following 
three belief systems deal with the creation of the world: (1) an 
evolutionary perspective devoid of a Creator; (2) an evolu-
tionary perspective with a Creator as the primary mechanism 
of the world’s beginning; and (3) a Creationist perspective 
of a Creator who formed the world in six days. Each book in 
The Truth Seekers Mystery Series™ deals with characters 
who have variations of these perspectives.
 This novel focuses on a storyline with action, adven-
ture, mystery, and suspense, while weaving in factual infor-
mation about the Creation versus Evolution debate. Various 
aspects are looked at in this accompanying literature guide. 
Literary techniques such as plot, setting, and characterization 
are studied, and questions to check general comprehension 
are provided for each chapter.  The Digging Deeper sections 
include science questions as well as questions on character 
qualities and decisions made by the characters in the story. 
Some chapters contain more content for Digging Deeper than 
others.  This information, if learned, will provide you with a 
solid foundation in understanding and refuting evolutionary 
views.
 This literature guide can be used by anyone able to 
read and understand the content of the novels, or middle to 
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high school students. Since the book contains scientifi c ter-
minology, some of the concepts may be diffi cult for younger 
children. The student should look up diffi cult words as they 
arise and keep a list of vocabulary words in order to facilitate 
reading. As with any other curriculum, you may choose which 
questions you wish your student to answer. You are free to 
add to or delete from those suggested. Tailor this study to 
meet the needs of your student.

How to Use This Study Guide:

 If your student has already read the book, you may 
have him begin answering questions using the novel as a 
resource.  If you wish to have the student reread the book, 
you can present this guide in several ways.  The fi rst is to read 
several chapters before assigning the study questions.  The 
suggested stopping points are as follows: chapters 1-2, chap-
ters 3-4, chapters 5-7, chapters 8-10, chapters 11-12, chapters 
13-14, chapters 15-16, chapters 17-19, chapters 20-21, chap-
ters 22-23, chapters 24-25, chapters 26-epilogue.  The sec-
ond way is to allow the student to read the novel chapter by 
chapter and answer the questions accordingly.  
 You may decide the format you wish your student to 
use. These are only suggested ways to use this study guide.  
By all means, if your student wishes to fi rst complete the nov-
el, allow him to do so!  He can always skim the chapters later 
to fi nd answers to the questions. An answer key is provided in 
the back of this guide.
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Pre-reading Research Activities:

This book took extensive research since my daughter, 
Christina, and I had never visited Colorado, and neither of 
us had a working knowledge of dinosaurs! So, how did we 
choose this topic, you ask? Actually, it was a topic that high-
ly interested my daughter. Seeing her fascination with this 
particular subject and knowing she would thoroughly inves-
tigate it made me feel it was worth the risk (given our limited 
knowledge). Humorously, a year after the completion of the 
novel, Christina was invited to attend a paleontological dig 
in Colorado where an Allosaurus was being excavated. If this 
had been the previous year, it would have readily supplied 
valuable information. (See photos of the dig in this book.)

The Creation versus Evolution debate topics sprin-
kled throughout this novel are accurate as of this printing. 
While the Biblical account is Divinely inspired and infallible, 
sometimes it doesn’t specifi cally address questions raised by 
science. Therefore, Creation scientists often theorize what 
might have happened. As more is learned, these ideas may 
be challenged or revised. One example is the theory that the 
continents divided at the time of Peleg, a man mentioned in 
Gen. 10:25. It is now believed the actual division of conti-
nents began at the time of The Flood and continued during the 
time of Peleg. 

We are careful to give a fair portrayal of both the 
evolution and Creation perspective. In this novel, the charac-
ters are pitted against a highly degreed university professor 
who tries to “save” them from their “misguided” beliefs. Our 
research has aided us in knowing the subject well enough to 
present it in an informative, yet entertaining way. 



                                 
10

                              

1. What does the term “particles to man” mean? (Use 
web sites such as www.icr.org or www.answersingen-
esis.org to fi nd the answer.)

2. What conditions are necessary for bones to become 
fossilized?

3. What are the problems with Carbon-14 dating tech-
niques? What are some other dating methods com-
monly employed?

4. The Rocky Mountain National Park is a vast area. 
Read information about this park. 

5. Various dinosaurs have been known to roam the earth.  
Research the Tyrannosaurs rex featured in this book.

6. Investigate the sport of skydiving. What type of certi-
fi cation is necessary to do this? 

7.   Research dinosaur digs - are there any that will allow 
students to join them in their quest?  

Plot Outline:

 Due to an accident involving their father, Christian 
and Anna Murphy take on the task of completing his photo 
assignment. Photographing the excavation of a Tyrannosaurs 
rex requires them to travel to Colorado, where a world-re-
nown paleontologist heads the dig. Their stay is complicated 
by the crazy antics of neighbors, a teen-age inventor and his 
sister, and the Sullivans, their hosts.  Mysterious circumstanc-
es thrust the teens into danger and test their belief in Creation.    
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Literary Devices:

To the would-be writer:
 As the authors of this novel, we have used several 
literary devices in writing Dinosaur Quest at Diamond Peak, 
the second book of The Truth Seekers Mystery Series™. 
Techniques such as cliffhangers at the end of select chapters 
entice the reader to continue on instead of putting the book 
down. In writing these novels, we have not used a set formula 
in crafting the storyline per se, but have implemented standard 
techniques. One such technique is to know the characters and 
setting of the book well. By using detailed characterization, 
we were able to keep track of our characters which allows 
them to stand out as individuals. This is done by writing each 
character’s name on a separate sheet of paper and listing 
important details about each one. Details listed came from 
specifi c questions we would ask about our characters and 
included their likes, dislikes, and personality quirks. (See 
characterization chart on page 79.) 

Another very important issue is to have a confl ict or 
problem that needs to be resolved. The characters in the book 
must solve a need or a want in order to make the book in-
teresting. A climax and resolution bring closure to the story. 
While the ending does not always need to be happy, we prefer 
it!  In this series you will also fi nd a moral message. Another 
preference we have chosen is to add an epilogue. This feature 
brings the characters, who have just completed an exciting 
adventure, back down to earth in a return to normal life.
 We have also make use of creative license. This means 
we use bigger-than-life scenes and action to make the story 
more exciting than it might be in real life.
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Here are exercises you may enjoy doing to hone your own 
writing skills. Use this novel as a basis and have fun!

1. What are some things you would change or im-
prove in the following areas: plot, setting, charac-
terization, or dialogue?

2. If you could add or remove a character, who 
would it be and why? Give a full description 
of this character (if adding one). List all of the 
character’s personality traits, likes and dislikes. 
Explain why this character is inconsequential or 
why a new character might be needed to further 
the plot.

3. Writers use many devices to pull a reader into the 
story. List some of the devices used in this novel. 
Which one had the greatest effect on you?

4. A character’s actions are often dictated by his mo-
tives. List one or all of the antagonists in the story 
and describe what appears to be the character’s 
motivation.

5. A cliffhanger is a literary device used to keep the 
reader interested. Try your hand at writing sever-
al chapters using this technique, or improve on a 
chapter or two in this novel. You can choose chap-
ters in this novel that do not have a cliff-hanger 
and add one of your own.

6. There are many cases where the teens have their 
faith tested. Find one example of this and rewrite 
their rebuttal. Did you do a better job in defending 
their position?

7. If you could insert more of a spiritual dimension 
into specifi c chapters, where would you place it?
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8. What would you add to the character of Kevin 
Song Le to make him more or less zany?  

9. Choose a location you would like to visit and 
research. Write a 500-1000 word paper listing the 
sites you would see while there. (Variation to this 
assignment: Pretend you are entering this paper in 
a contest where the grand prize is a free trip to the 
location you mention in your paper.)  

10. Use the following technique to write your own 
story. What do you think is going to happen next?

a. Describe characters and setting, ask ques-
tions such as who, when, and where. 

b. What is the confl ict or need the character 
must resolve? 

c. What is the climax? 
d. What is the solution? 
e. What is the moral or message?
f. Does your story have an epilogue? If not 

consider writing one.

Megan Hogmire 
aka Anna...
cover model


