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Introduction:

Why is forming a Christian worldview important? If you
studied the first two novels in this series, and the accompany-
ing study guides, then you will already have your answer. If
not, you may want to give this some thought. The way you view
the world is of major importance to your life.  That is why un-
derstanding the ramifications of the belief of evolution over
Creation are so significant.

Although there are many variations, the following three
belief systems deal with the Creation of the world: (1) an evo-
lutionary perspective devoid of a Creator; (2) an evolutionary
perspective with a Creator as the primary mechanism of the
world’s beginning; and (3) a Creationist perspective of a Cre-
ator who formed the world in six days. Each book in The Truth
Seekers Mystery Series™ portrays characters whose worldview
reflects variations of these perspectives.

This novel focuses on a storyline with action, adven-
ture, mystery, and suspense, while weaving in factual informa-
tion about the Creation versus Evolution debate. Various as-
pects are looked at in this accompanying literature guide. Liter-
ary techniques such as plot, setting, and characterization are
studied, and questions to check general comprehension are pro-
vided for each chapter.  The Digging Deeper sections include
science questions as well as questions on character qualities
and decisions made by the characters in the story. Some chap-
ters contain more content for Digging Deeper than others.  This
information, if learned, will provide you with a solid founda-
tion in understanding and refuting evolutionary views.

How to Use This Study Guide:

If your student has already read the book, you may have
him begin answering questions using the novel as a resource.
If you wish to have the student reread the book, you can present
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this guide in several ways.  The first is to read several chapters
before assigning the study questions.  The suggested stopping
points are as follows: chapters 1-4; chapters 5-7; chapters 8-10;
chapters 11-13; chapters 14-15; chapters 16-17; chapters 18-
19; chapters 20-22; chapters 23-24; chapters 25-29; chapters
30-33; chapters 34-38; and chapters 39-epilogue. The second
way is to allow the student to read the novel chapter by chapter
and answer the questions accordingly.  By all means, if your
student wishes to first complete the novel, allow him to do so!
He can always skim the chapters later to find answers to the
questions. An answer key is provided in the back of this guide.

Note from the authors:

Although this novel incorporates first-hand knowl-
edge based on being SCUBA certified, the dive scenes
depicted in our book have been embellished. Neither of
us have ever faced the situations encountered by our char-
acters. We find the Florida Keys to be one of our family’s
favorite vacation destinations and therefore based the set-
ting there.
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Pre-Reading Research Activities:

1. Sunken treasure is still being excavated today. Research
this in books or online using the following keywords:
sunken treasurer, doubloons, Spanish treasurer, etc.

2. Look into scuba diving. What is the minimum age re-
quirement for certification? What classes must you take?

3. Sedimentary layers in the oceans are much less than
scientists would expect if the earth was millions or bil-
lions of years old. Research this phenomenon.

4. In the 1700’s, Spain sent out trade ships. Research and
map their routes.

5. Locate the Florida Keys on a map and research the area.
Are any of the islands more traveled or “noted” than
others?

6. There are various arguments used to prove evolution,
some which point to adaptation within species. Research
adaptation and how this is a natural part of nature.

7. Being a successful reporter demands various skills. What
are they?

8. In order to write the chapters dealing with Creation
verses Evolution, we as authors read many abstracts (sci-
entific papers). Use one of our favorite research sites
www.icr.org or www.answersingenesis.org and try your
hand at reading an abstract.

Plot Outline:

A 16th century sunken treasure is found off of Key Largo,
in the Florida Keys. Hired to photograph the expedition, Dr.
Murphy takes Anna and Christian along with him. The Murphy
teens befriend reckless Drea Lance, whose father’s death has
left the family in dire financial straits. Drea needs help and the
Murphys are willing to aid her, but at what cost? The teens also
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have their work cut out for them as they grapple with evolu-
tionary claims that sea floor sediments point to an old earth. Do
the facts dispel creationist beliefs? In the mean time, gossip of
pirate raids has circulated, and the treasure aboard the salvage
ship is in danger. Once again, the Murphys are in the middle of
another mystery and a fight for their lives.

Research:
Several chapters in this book contain intense scientific

information concerning sedimentary layers. This information
is given within dialogue between characters. While it is factual
it best serves as a springboard for further research. We could
not possibly include the vast amount of research done on this
subject within the confines of this novel. We encourage you to
use this information as a foundation upon which to build. Most
of the research was taken from Dr. Larry Vardiman’s book on
sedimentary layers. We also made extensive use of web sites
such as www.answersingenesis.org and www.icr.org.

Eric preparing the tanks for the dive.
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Literary Devices:
To the would-be writer:

We have used several literary devices in, Keys to the
Past: Unlocked, the third book of The Truth Seekers Mystery
Series™. Techniques such as cliffhangers at the end of select
chapters entice the reader to continue on instead of putting the
book down. In writing these novels, we have not used a set
formula in crafting the storyline per se, but have implemented
standard techniques. One such technique is to know the charac-
ters and setting of the book well. By using detailed character-
ization, we were able to keep track of our characters which al-
lows them to stand out as individuals. This is done by writing
each character’s name on a separate sheet of paper and listing
important details about each one. Details listed came from spe-
cific questions we would ask about our characters and included
their likes, dislikes, and personality quirks. (See characteriza-
tion chart on page 79.)

Another very important issue is to have a conflict or
problem that needs to be resolved. The characters in the book
must solve a need or a want in order to make the book interest-
ing. A resolution brings closure to the story. While the ending
does not always need to be happy, we prefer it!  In this series
you will also find a moral message. Another preference we have
chosen is to add an epilogue. This feature brings the characters,
who have just completed an exciting adventure, back down to
earth as they return to normal life.

We have also made use of creative license. This means
we use bigger-than-life scenes and action to make the story more
exciting than it might be in real life.

Here are exercises you may enjoy doing to hone your
own writing skills. Use this novel as a basis and have fun!

1. What are some things you would change or improve
in the area of plot, setting, characterization, or dia-
logue?
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2. Setting the scene is a very important aspect of any
novel. Use descriptive words to set the scene of the
first three chapters.

3. If you could add or remove a character, who would
it be and why? Give a full description of this char-
acter (if adding one). List all of the character’s per-
sonality traits, likes and dislikes. Explain why this
character is inconsequential or why a new character
might be needed to further the plot (if one is re-
moved).

4. Drea is characterized by extreme stubbornness and
recklessness. If you could change her character how
would you add or detract from her actions?

5. Writers use many devices to pull a reader into the
story. List some of the devices used in this novel.
Which one has the most effect on you?

6. One of the literary devices used in this novel is to
reveal the thoughts of the main characters. This de-
vice is most frequently used in the initial chapters
for revealing what the characters are thinking un-
derwater. How would you use this device in your
own writing? In this novel would you change any-
thing (such as lessening or increasing the amount of
thoughts being revealed)?

7. A character’s actions are often dictated by their
motives. List one or all of the antagonists in the story
and describe what you believe their motivation to
be.

8. A cliff-hanger is a literary device used to keep the
reader interested. Try your hand at writing several
chapters using this technique, or improve on a chap-
ter or two in this novel. You may also choose chap-
ters in this novel that do not have a cliff-hanger and
add one of your own.

9. There are many cases where the teens have their faith
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tested. Find one example of this and rewrite their
rebuttal. Did you do a better job in defending their
position?

10. If you could insert more of a spiritual dimension
where would you place it?

11. There are many references to Kevin Song Le, a char-
acter featured in the Dinosaur Quest at Diamond
Peak book. In Keys to the Past: Unlocked, Chris-
tian uses gadgets sent to him by Kevin. If you could
write in extra gadgets, what would you include?
What gadgets would you remove?

12. Creative license is used in some of the scenes. Name
several scenes where the characters may have per-
ished if there were no stretch of the truth.

13. Choose a location you would like to visit and re-
search. Write a 500-1000 word paper listing the sites
you would see while there. (Variation to this assign-
ment: Pretend you are a travel agent and create a
brochure.)

14. Use the following technique to write your own story:
a. Describe characters and setting. Ask ques-

tions such as who, when, and where.
b. What is the conflict or need the character

must resolve?
c. What is the climax?
d. What is the solution?
e. What is the message, or moral, being con-

veyed?
f. Does your story have an epilogue? If not,

consider writing one.
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Diver’s still getting ready?

Accountability Questions

Chapter 1
1. What new friend did the Murphys meet? Describe.
2. How did the teens communicate underwater?
3. Where were they diving at the very beginning?
4. What problem was Anna having?
5. Why did Anna and Christian hesitate to follow Drea

over the ledge?
6. What did Anna note about the wreck?
7. What made Christian change his mind about following

Anna?
8. How did Christian get Anna’s attention?
9. What signal did Anna give Christian?
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Digging Deeper
1. Underwater photography takes special knowledge and

research. Look into this form of art. Try taking under-
water pictures using a disposal underwater camera in
the beach or pool.

2. Communicating underwater is difficult. Study underwa-
ter signals and see how many you can learn.

3. What suggestions could you give to improve current
hand signals? Can you devise some of your own or think
of any other way to communicate?

4. How common do you think it is for masks to fog up?
What are some remedies to prevent this from happen-
ing?

Chapter 2
1. Describe the signal used for shark.
2. Why was Christian puzzled at Anna’s behavior?
3. What did Drea think the cause was for Anna’s strange

behavior?
4. How much air did they have left in their tanks when

they arrived at the wreck?
5. What eerie feeling did Anna have when she entered the

wreck?
6. Briefly describe the contents of the boat.
7. Where was Drea headed once she entered the wreck?
8. What did Drea take once she reached her ultimate desti-

nation?
9. What happened to Drea once she tried to exit the wreck?

Digging Deeper
1. What is nitrogen narcosis? Look this up in the dictio-

nary or encyclopedia.
2. If you had twenty minutes of air left, would you have

entered the wreck? Why or why not?
3. What would you do if you saw a keep out sign on a


