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Introduction:

Who am I? Where did I come from? Why was I
created? These questions have plagued man, once sin entered
the world. Understanding the answer to these questions will
help you form your worldview. The way you view the world
is of major importance to your life. That is why understand-
ing the ramifications of the belief of evolution over creation
is so significant.

There are many variations of the following belief
systems dealing with the creation of the world. One is an
evolutionary perspective devoid of a Creator; two, an evolu-
tionary perspective with a Creator as the primary mechanism
of the world’s beginning; or three, a creationist perspective of
a Creator who formed the world in six days. Each book in
The Truth Seekers Mystery Series deals with characters that
have variations of these perspectives.

These novels focus on a story line with action, adven-
ture, mystery, and suspense, while weaving in factual infor-
mation about the creation versus evolution debate. The
accompanying literature guides delve into various aspects of
each novel. Literary techniques such as plot, setting, and
characterization will be studied. There will be questions
checking for general comprehension for each chapter. Dig-
ging deeper will include science questions as well as ques-
tions on character qualities and decisions of the characters in
the story. Some chapters contain more content for digging
deeper than others. This information, if learned, will provide
your student with a solid foundation for understanding and
refuting evolutionary views.
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This literature guide can be used by anyone able to
read and understand the content of the novels, or middle to
high school students. Since the book contains scientific
terminology, some of the concepts may be difficult for
younger children. The student should look up difficult words
as they arise and keep a list of vocabulary words in order to
facilitate reading.

How to Use This Study Guide:
If your students have already read the book, you may

have them begin answering questions using the novel as a
resource.  If you wish to have the student(s) reread the book,
you can present this guide in several ways.  The first is to
read several chapters before assigning the study questions.
The suggested stopping points are as follows: chapters 1-4,
chapters 5-8, chapters 9-11, chapters 12-14, chapters 15-17,
chapters 18-21, and chapters 22-epilogue.  The second way is
to allow them to read the novel chapter by chapter and answer
the questions accordingly.

As with any other curriculum, you may choose which
questions you wish your student to answer. You are free to
add to or delete from those suggested. Tailor this study to
meet the needs of your students. By all means, if your student
wishes to complete the novel, allow him to do this! He can
always skim the chapters to find the answers to the questions.
The questions may be answered briefly or in complete sen-
tences. The answers are provided in the back of this guide.
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Suggested Pre-reading Research Activities:

1. Research Darwinian evolution. What are some basic
premises one must believe to embrace this philoso-
phy?

2. Research creation science or the term “special cre-
ation.” What does this mean?  Is this type of belief
devoid of science? Explain.

3. Where in Scripture can you find references to truth?
List several references and study them. Which ones
are the most meaningful and why?

4. What does the term missing link, mean? Use an
encyclopedia and research it under the heading of
evolution. Use online sources to find more informa-
tion.

5. Anthropology is a large category that includes the
behavior, physical, social and cultural development of
human beings. Archaeology falls within the scope of
anthropology yet paleontology does not. What is the
main difference between archaeology and paleontol-
ogy?

Plot Outline:
The Murphy family is thrown into the middle of a

mystery. Could it be the missing link has been found which
will once and for all prove evolutionary claims? Surrounded
by the apparent “evidence,” the teens are faced with reconcil-
ing their beliefs against the alleged discovery. While seeking
answers to puzzling questions and circumstances, the
Murphys encounter hostility, fraud and finally truth.
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Literary Devices:
To the would-be writer:

As the authors of this novel, we have used several
literary devices. The Missing Link: Found is our first book in
a series, and as a first attempt, there are many things we
would change or improve if we were to write this same story
again.  Authors are rarely ever satisfied with their finished
product and like us, see room for improvement. Placing
words on paper is very similar to painting on a canvas.  Dab-
bling a little more paint in the right spot can enhance the
work; dabbling a bit too much can ruin it!  You need to know
when to stop.  Here are exercises you may enjoy doing to
hone your own writing skills. Have fun!

1. What are some things you would change or im-
prove in the areas of plot, setting, characterization,
or dialogue?

2. If you could add or remove a character, who
would it be and why?  Give a full description of
this character (if adding one).  List all of the
character’s personality traits, likes and dislikes.
Explain why this character is inconsequential or
why a new character might be needed to further
the plot.

3. Writers use many devices to pull a reader into the
story. List some of the devices used in this novel.
Which one has the most effect on you?
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4. A character’s actions are often dictated by his
motives. List one or all of the antagonists in the
story and describe each character’s motivation.

5. A cliff-hanger is a literary device used to keep the
reader interested.  Try your hand at writing several
chapters using this technique, or improve on a
chapter or two in this novel.  You can choose
chapters in this novel which do not have a cliff-
hanger and add one of your own.

6. Reading a book can be enjoyable. However many
times we don’t realize the various layers a book
contains.  The Truth Seekers Mystery Series deals
with action, adventure, and finding the truth. This
is a  double-entendre. In other words, “the truth”
referred to here has two meanings.  One meaning
involves the “truth” as in the answer to solve the
mystery.  The other is the “truth” you find as God
reveals some of the answers to His mysteries to
you. This translates into a personal relationship
with Jesus and a deeper faith. Each novel exam-
ines several issues in the ongoing creation versus
evolution debate.  These can be studied further
with many of the wonderful resources available.
The website www.MediaAngels.com contains
links to many creation based sites.
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Tom DeRosa
Founder of Creation Studies Institute
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Accountability Questions

Chapter 1

1. Who are the members of the Murphy family?
2. Briefly describe each family member.
3. What is Anna’s hobby?
4. What was Dr. Murphy’s profession?
5. Name the crew of the Wahoo racer.
6. Who was aboard the helicopter?
7. What do you think is going to happen next?

Digging Deeper

1. The boat was named the Wahoo Racer. What was it
named after?

2. Towns in the Keys are identified by mile markers; can
you find the mile marker number of the Key where the
Murphys were fishing? If not, can you find this Key
on a map?

3. Various types of fish, such as red snapper and mahi-
mahi were caught. Name at least three other types of
fish normally caught off the coast of Florida.

4. What words would you use to characterize the
Murphys? Jot down a brief list. Add to this list as the
book progresses.
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Chapter 2

1. Who came on deck and by what method?
2. What heroic deed did Dr. Murphy perform?
3. Describe what the FBI agents look like.
4. What did the FBI agent order the passengers to do?
5. How much evidence can you give to show that the

Murphys are people of faith?
6. What description was given of the cabin?
7. What decision did Christian and Anna make that was

not the best judgment?
8. What did the pinging sound at the end of chapter two

signify?

Neal Gerwitz...too muddy for me!
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Digging Deeper

1. Reading a book can be so enjoyable, we often don’t
realize the various elements it contains. As you read
this book, keep the elements of fiction—plot, setting,
characterization, and dialogue—in mind. Make a
heading for each on a blank piece of paper, and list
some of the ways in which this book develops or fails
to develop these elements.

2. There is a play on words, or double-entendre in this
story.  The “truth” referred to throughout this book
deals with several aspects.  As you read this novel,
write these down.  How many did you find?

3. What do you know about the FBI?  Research this field
of investigation and list some of the requirements
needed to become an agent.

4. What do you think about Anna and Christian’s deci-
sion to go topside; was it right or wrong?  Give
reasons to support your opinion.


