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APRIL PRODUCTIVITY
PRINT AND GO.
Look through this planner and use the sheets that are helpful for your family.
Work on:
ltems to accomplish in April
Personal Checklists
Easter Holiday Planning
Easter Egg Hunt
Games & Holidays
Must Do In April



A pril has many dimensions that are unique. Easter is the pinnacle of the month with
many activities surrounding this day. How does your family celebrate Easter? Is it with

bunnies and eggs, or are you focused on the Christian aspect of the life, death and
glorious resurrection of Jesus Christe Your worldview will come into play as you look at the
month and the suggested activities.

Following are lists and activities to make your April events special as well as blanks for you
to fill out or to create your own special and custom lists. One of my favorite things to do is
to look at the national celebrations calendar. Some days the holidays are not ones you
would want to acknowledge or celebrate, but some are perfect for school aged children.
For example on April 2nd the suggests are: Autism Awareness, International Children’s Book
Day, National Peanut Butter and Jelly Day, National Reconciliation Day, National Hand-
made Day, National Love Our Children Day. Wow, so many great national days. You can
server peanut butter and jelly for lunch and select a special book to read to the children,
or one (or more) of your children can read to the rest of the family.

While | like the idea of book day, peanut butter and jelly and handmade day, what really
is important to family dynamics is “reconciliation day.” Sometimes children (and adults)
hold grudges and forget that forgiveness is the foundation of healthy living. Forgiveness is a
choice not a feeling. (Under the Character Qualities Planners on the MediaAngels.com
website you will find the Forgiveness Planner as well.) If you can ingrain this concept to
your children it will go a long way toward helping them have a good attitude toward oth-
ers as they age and even into adulthood. Can you imagine a world where forgiveness is
the norm?2 We can not control other people or their feelings, however we can control our
feelings. Making a choice to forgive keeps us from bitterness. (Listen to my podcast on For-

giveness here: https://UltimateChristianPodcastNetwork.com/forgiveness/ — and https://UltimateChristianPodcastNetwork.com/
asking-forgiveness/

Remember to add this planner in a folder or print it out and place in a 3-ring binder along
with the other checklist planners from the previous months. If you are an email subscriber
you will receive the entire years worth of monthly checklist planners. If you are interested in
the past Character Planners they are available at the MediaAngels.com website.

| invite you to connect with me on social media (all platforms) and listen to VintageHome-
schoolMoms.com as well as AFewMinuteswithGodPodcast.com for timely audios relating
to the month of April. Here is to a productive month. Enjoy!

Blessings, Felice



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING PAGES:

1.

A

10.
1.

12

13.
14.
15.

Checklist Guide—this guide will remain pretty much the same on all of my monthly planners and
is relevant information when making your lists.

April checklist.
April checklist—blank.
Objectives. What are your goals for this monthe Three forms are included.

Motivation! Use posters to keep you goal oriented. Following are photos which you can use to
help remind you of the goals you set. You can create your own reminders or use the ones | have
provided. Use Scripture verses or sayings that will motivate you this month toward productivity.

Decorate for spring. April is the beginning of the spring season, decorate your home with items
that remind you of spring. (This can be an activity you do with your children.)

April Holidays. Select the ones you want to celebrate with your family.

Plan your overall month. Easter is a holiday many celebrate. Will you go to church?g Will you cele-
brate with family2 Will you have family over? What are you planning for meals, or activities?

Blank calendars provided.
Four Square Planner—party idea, month idea and blank.

April Crafts and Treats—ideas to jump start more of your own.

.Scavenger hunt. Plastic Easter eggs filled with pennies can be hidden throughout your home or

yard. The kids can collect these eggs, and use the money to buy things from the “Easter store.”
Purchase pencils, rulers, and other school supplies or novelty items such as Styrofoam airplanes,
mini-activity books or other items.

Templates for Easter Day bookmarks.
April Academic Checklist and Blank

Blank Meal plan form.



Look this over as you plan your monthly lists.

. Objective. What do you hope to accomplish? Is it long, medium or short term goals.
Consider the three important facets: mind, body and soul. What are your objectives for
your familye Perhaps you have another objective? Think about this.

. Survive or Thrive? In thinking about your checklist work smarter not harder. Taking the
time to think through a list will help you in the long run.

. Goals. Set a long, medium and daily goals. For example, learn one new thing, com-
plete one task, organize one drawer, etc. Be sure to update, change and add to your
checklists often. Being productive keeps us moving in the right direction but it does take
motivation and a plan.

. Plan. Take time to use one of the provided lists or make one of your own. Be sure to look
over your list the night before and in the morning. Set up digital reminders if needed.

. Commitment. What is your frame of mind? If you are not committed to the task, start
small. It helps to do this with your family or a friend.

. Analyze. Look at the checklists. Is there anything you want to change?2 Do you have a

daily liste Do you have free time scheduled? Will you work through a checklist with your
children?

. Implement. Set reasonable time frames or goals and work on this list daily. Be sure to
update the lists weekly. Pick a day that works for you.

. Organize. Put together a three-ring binder with labeled forms you can access quickly.

You can print these out as needed and add more lists as you create different ones that
work for your family. A binder is helpful to organize and keep all of your daily lists. | print
mine out and place it on the counter to access all day long.

. Evaluate. How is it going?2 Look at your progress weekly at the latest. What is going
well2 What can be improved? What needs to change?

10. Success! How do you feel2 Do you have more free time? If not schedule time into your

list. You should begin to feel there is a light at the end of the funnel!



APRIL CHECKLIST

Here are some things to do in April-—add to this list for future reference.

Spring Break? Are you taking time off this month? If so, plan this, or change as needed.

Look at your homeschool schedule for this month. Rearrange as needed

Last minute plans?

Taxes are due April 15th.

Plan for Easter Day—check your inventory, such as Easter baskets, decorations, etc.

Decorate for spring.

Crafts for spring, or Easter.

Make Easter cards for parents and grandparents.

Send Easter cards to family members.

Volunteer. Giving of oneself is a good thing to do anytime, especially during Easter-time.

Field trips. Are any planned this month?

Plan Easter Egg hunt.




APRIL CHECKLIST

Month long goals:
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Stretch yourself this month. Be specific. Will you learn something new?¢ Will you read the Bible
each day? Will you pray for a specific intention? This is for You—(and can be done as a fami-
ly.) However, each person should do this individually.

Goals For My Mind

Goals For My Body

Goals For My Soul:
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OBJECTIVES

This month we will work on the following goals. [This can be specific for an individual or broad
terms for the family. For example finish school work by 2:00 each afternoon, etc.]

Goals for Academics:

Goals For Good Health:

Goalls For Faith and Religious Studies:
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OBJECTIVES

This month we will work on the foll







STOP AND SMELL
THE FLOWERS...
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HOLIDAYS

Find a daily holiday that fits with your family philosophy and belief. I’ve included just
some of what I found! Be sure to add the ones that interest you to your family calendar.
Be sure to note holidays you want to celebrate each year and use the column to the left
to check off the holidays you celebrated this month!

April 1 April Fools Day

April 2 Autism Awareness, International Children’s Book Day, National Peanut Butter and Jelly Day, National Rec-
onciliation Day, National Handmade Day, National Love Our Children Day!

April 3 International Pillow Fight Day, World Party Day

April 4 National Find a Rainbow Day

April 5 National Librarian Day

April 6 Gold Star Spouses Day, International Day of Sport for Development and Peace, National Walking Day

April 7 National Student-Athlete Day, National Burrito Day, World Health Day

April 8 National No Housework Day

April 9 Day of Silence, National POW Recognition Day

April 10 | National Name Yourself Day, World Homeopathy Day, National Sibling Day

April 11 | Palm Sunday

April 12 | National Submarine Day, American Civil War

April 13 | National Gilled Cheese Sandwich Day, Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday, National Scrabble Day

April 14 | Holy Thursday, National Garden Day, International Moment of Laughter Day

April 15 | Good Friday, Passover, Tax Day, Assassination of Abraham Lincoln, Father Damien Day

April 16 | Holy Saturday

April 17 | Easter Sunday (2022) Changes every year.

April 18 | Patriot’s Day, International Day for Monuments & Sites, National Haiku Poetry Day,

April 19 | Make up your own holiday day.

April 20 | National Look Alike Day

April 21 | San Jacinto Day, National High Five Day, Spanish American War, International Creativity and Innovation
Day

April 22 | Earth Day, Oklahoma Day

April 23 | Orthodox Good Friday, Last Day of Passover, National Picnic Day, World Book Day

April 24 | Orthodox Easter

April 25 | National DNA Day, World Penguin Day, National Telephone Day

April 26 | Pretzel Day

April 27 | Confederate Memorial Day, Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day

April 28 | International Guide Dog Day, Take Kids to Work Day, National Superhero Day

April 29 | Memorial Day

April 30 | International Dance Day, Honesty Day, International Sculpture Day 14
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What are your overall goals for each week. Be sure to list them so you can keep on track.

Week One

Week Two

Week Three

Week Four
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FOUR SQUARE PLANNER

Four Square Planning:

There are four main parts of any mom’s life. Faith, Kids, School and Household. If you are
taking a break from school, you can delete that column. Here are some squares to get you
started. I'll include some blanks for you. Review your plan daily.

Faith:

Pray daily—first time during the day,
lunchtime, at night? Make a plan.

Bible reading.

Time to listen to God—very important part of
your day.

Podcast: AfewminuteswithGodpodcast.com

Kids:

Goals:

Spiritual / character for each child
Specific academic goals

Assign chores

Plan for free time to explore interests or read-
ing.

School

How is it going? Are you following a sched-
ule or a routine. Isit working? If not what can
you change?

Special events / or planning for projects

1. Use some fun nafional holidays fo infuse
your school day with something to look
forward to, such as Columbus Day, choc-
olate or pasta day, fall harvest — and
even, new friend day.

2. Tweak your routine if needed if things
don’t work.

Household

Monthly meal plan—plan out your month
once and let your meals go on aute pilot.

Weekly menu—bulk cooking, doubling or tri-
pling a recipe and freezing exira meails.
(Keep track with an erasable marker board
on your freezer.)

Grocery shopping
Cleaning schedule
Errands

Washing/ folding clothes schedule

17



FOUR SQUARE PLANNER

April:

Date:

Faith Kids

School Household




EASTER PLANNING

Easter is a beautiful time of year. Some families celebrate with church, a big meal, Easter

egg hunts and other activities that surround the Christian focus—the Resurrection of Chirist.
How do you celebrate your day?e Here is an example, but following is a blank form for you
to fill in your own family fraditions.

Bedroom:s:

Spring Cleaning?
Pull out the beds from the walls

Wash mattress covers on allergen setting
if possible/ sheets

Curtains—wash, or dust blinds
Dust behind and under dressers
Clean baseboards

Vacuum floors, and ceiling corners

Closets/Drawers

Go through spring/summer clothes and
check to see what fits.

Make piles of clothes to keep, giveaway
or store (for a younger sibling) or put
away heavy winter clothes.

Organize the closet. Use clear bins with
lids.

Fold socks (*tip-buy all of one color and
style)

Fold clothes and hang

School:

Pull samples of your best work and place
in a notebook for end of year evaluo-
tions—or to save as a record of comple-
tion.

Getrid of papers that are unnecessary
Organize books for easy access

Move completed books to the shelf (or
give away or store)

Take an inventory of your books—digital
is best to prevent from buying the same
book twicel

Household

Divide the house in quadrants: kitchen,
living room areq, dining area, garage

Tackle one area a week or in a weekend

Use the 3-basket method. Keep, givea-
way or store

Dust, vacuum, clean electrical fixtures.
Do some mega baking and freeze.

Do some mega cooking and freeze.
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Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt & Store

Easter egg scavenger hunts are fun and can be arranged depending on the climate in
which you live as well as the terrain around your home. Plastic eggs with chocolate is a not
appropriate for the hot Florida sunshine, so we placed coins such as pennies, nickels and
dimes. Then, along came grandma and she placed one egg with a name on it (one for
each child) with a one-dollar bill inside. You can have a “special” egg with a special prize
inside, but realize the older children do better than the little ones. The little ones will need an
adult along to help. Do give the person hiding the eggs some parameters. For example,
bedrooms are off limits, so is the toilet! The hunt can be indoors or outdoors, depending on
the weather. You set the rules, for example: only in the backyard, etc. If you have an only
child recruit some friends. They will love this activity. This is a family favorite!

Once the eggs are gathered an adult can check to see if any were left behind. It is a good
idea to count all of the eggs first, before you place them in the yard. Some can be in an ar-
ea just for the little ones that are laying on the grass — explain to the older children that this
area is off limits until the little ones are done. (Sometimes little children tire of the game.)
Once the eggs are collected, allow the children to open them and place the empty eggs
in a container, and their money in their Easter bucket or container.

Options:

1. Have a “store” where the children can tfrade coins for a gift. Things such as Easter col-
ored pencils, crayons, coloring books can be purchased to “sell.” You can use your cre-
ativity or imagination with items such as paper airplanes, punching balloons, glow sticks,
candy, efc.

2. Allow the children to keep their change.

3. Turnin the change and give one “prize"” to each child.

Be encouraging to the children but realize some good-natured competition will be guaran-
teed, and if your children have trouble with this, you can sit them down beforehand and go
over not only safety issues but also attitude issues. The idea is to have a wonderful fime and

not to spend the entire time disciplining the children!

*In the past we have hidden Easter baskefts filled with candy —yes, even for the teens. They

had so much fun finding their baskets no matter what the age. We used hints like you are
getting hot, or you are cold, ice-cold!
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Goals: Please go over this with your children. Stress safety.

Stay away from any type of water, or low places such as ditches.

1.

2. Stay with a friend.

3. Do not climb or go around anything dangerous.

4. Scout the area with your children ahead of time if necessary.

5. Explain good sportsmanship and happiness for others.

6. Explain the goal of getting along with others.

7. Explain that the eggs contain a “gift” but not to open them until all are collected.

8. Explain the goal to find as many plastic eggs as possible and return to the designated
spot (starting spot works as well), when the hunt is completed.

Instructions:

1. Fill empty plastic eggs with coins. Place them in a large container to be hidden at a later
date.

2. Optional: Plan a bonus egg, or an egg with each child’s name on it and a special prize
such as a one-dollar bill.

3. Determine where you will hide the “Easter eggs.” Will the eggs be obvious for little kids or
in foliage, bushes, etc. and more difficult to find for the older children?

4. Plan how many eggs you will have. Be sure to count them first so you can determine if all
of the eggs have been found.

5. Plan hidden locations. If indoors, you can place clues in hidden locations such as in the
kitchen utensils draw if you give enough of a clue to get the person there.

6. Do a dry run of your scavenger hunt, and be sure the eggs can be found.

/. Host your scavenger hunt.

*Remember these are just suggestions to get you started! You can tweak your scavenger
hunt to fit your own family, ideas or goals. Happy hunting.
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EASTER EGG HUNT PLANNER

Plan your Easter egg scavenger hunt. No clues are needed if you are using a specified area indoors or out-

doors. Be sure the children are in another room when you hide the eggs. Make sure you plan dates by mark-

ing it on a calendar.

To Do

Date

Check

Purchase or collect (from previous years) plastic eggs.

Purchase items for the “store,” where the children will redeem their
coins for arts and crafts items, pencils, candy, books, etc. You can ask
each family to bring something to add to the store for redemption, but
plan this ahead and if possible gather the items ahead as well!

Collect coins.

Fill eggs with one or two coins.

Will you have a “bonus” egg — fill this with something special.

Special egg (optional) with each child’s name on it and a special prize.

Plan locations. This may depend on the weather. Do you plan to host
the hunt outdoors or indoors?

Be sure to count the eggs first, before you place them in their hidden
locations. If needed write down the locations.

Do a dry run of your scavenger hunt, and be sure you can find the
eggs.

Do any of your locations need to be changed? Was it difficult to get to
the location or find the eggs? If so, adapt according to the ages of the

Hide the eggs— enlist older teens who may not want to play!

Host your Easter egg scavenger hunt.
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SCAVENGER HUNT

Additional notes or ideas here:
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Learn One Thing...

Have a contest with someone in your family Learn one new thing each day. It
can a vocabulary word, a scientific fact, the name of a plant or flower, a
word in a foreign language or a new joke. See how many new things you can
learn and if you can beat out your competition!

APRIL

Mon  Tue Wed  Thu Fri

24



April Showers

April is known as being a rainy season in some parts of the USA. Here are some rainy day ac-
tivities to brighten your day!

Indoor Tents:

Set up an indoor tent. The best kind are with sheets, blankets and chairs. Allow the kids to
set up and design their own. Bring pillows, flashlights and plenty of books. This is a fun activity
for cold weather or rain or shine.

Make Slime: please note—adults should make this mixture only. It contains chemicals.

Slime is something all kids like to play with, young and old! Here is a great and inexpensive
slime recipe. This is a fluffy version I've made in the past with the kids. These ingredients can
not be changed or it will not furn out the same. Typically I'm not a brand name person but
in this case | didn’t follow the instructions on various websites and guess whate¢ Yes, it didn't
work as well. If you follow this exactly it will work beautifully! (contact solution must have bo-
ric acid and sodium borate in the ingredient list. )

Ingredients:

o 2/3 cup of Elmer’s White Glue. Many people purchase it by the gallon.

1 tablespoon of Baking Soda

1/4 Cup Water

3 cups Shaving Cream - the more shaving cream you add, the fluffier it will be
1.5 Tablespoons Contact Lens Solution—you may need to add more

Remove all rings and jewelry as you will need to mix this by hand. Have oil near by in case
this is foo sticky. Start by mixing Water plus baking soda, mix well. Then add the shaving
cream, and mix. Then add food coloring (optional). Some like to make small batches and
color it different colors. Finally add contact solution. Add one tablespoon and knead the
mixture, and yes it will be sticky. Mix well. Then add the 1/2 tablespoon of contact solution
which should help get it to the right consistency. You can put a drop or more of the contact
solution, but if you put too much it won't work well. This keeps for a week if it is sealed well.
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April Holid
April has many fun holidays to celebrate. Here is a partial list taken from page 14.
Ideas for celebrating State and International Ideas.
1. April Fools Day—activity page to follow.
. Autism Awareness—do you know someone with autism? Study the autism spectrum.

2
3. International Children’s Book Day—select a book of the month and read it as a family.
4

. National Peanut Butter and Jelly Day—»be sure to eat a sandwich on this day (if you do
not have a peanut allergy—if so, maybe just jelly on crackers?)

&

National Reconciliation Day—activity page to follow.

6. National Handmade Day—create something that is homemade or display something
you have created.

7. International Pillow Fight Day—have a pillow fight (parents approval first).

8. National Find a Rainbow Day—use a calendar to chart the days you see a rainbow or
make your own, using a garden hose and spray a fine midst intfo a sunlight area. Do you
see the rainbow? What colors do you see?

9. National Librarian Day—write a nice note or make a card for your local librarian this
month.

10.National Walking Day—make a plan to walk a mile, add to this list and see how far you
can walk at one time this month.

11.National Student-Athlete Day—celebrate the athletes in your family
12.National Burrito Day—make homemade burritos and eat chips and salsa.

13.World Health Day—exercise and eating healthy are important. How can you improve
our fitness and eating? Can you try to eat something healthy this month?

14.National No Housework Day—celebrate this day in a special way.

15.Day of Silence—set the timer and begin with one minute of silence—then five—and
then thirty minutes or more. Can you do it?

16., National POW Recognition Day—what is a POW?2 A prisoner of war. How can we rec-
ognize those who have given our lives to serve our country?

17.World Homeopathy Day—listen to HomeopathyForMommiesPodcast.com for infor-
mation about alternative medicine and health.

18.National Sibling Day—do something nice for a sibling in your family. Plan this ahead and
be sure to do this for each person if possible.
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19. Palm Sunday—attend church (Catholic Churches distribute these on the Saturday ser-
vice before and Sunday service) and if possible obtain palms that can be made into
homemade crosses. These can be dried an displayed in your home.

20. American Civil War—remember the civil war, research.

21.National Gilled Cheese Sandwich Day—plan to eat grilled cheese for lunch, or better
yet, look up a recipe for a gourmet grilled cheese sandwich for a special dinner and
serve with soup.

22., Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday—research information on Thomas Jefferson and his impact
as one of the founders of our nation.

23. National Scrabble Day—play a game of scrabble. If you do not have a scrabble game,
this may be something you'd like to add to your family games.

24.Holy Thursday—the day last supper is remembered, and Jesus washing the disciples feet
(look up scripture verses) and the beginning of Easter weekend.

25. National Garden Day—consider planting a garden or visiting a nearby garden. Make a
list of the fruits and vegetables that are planted or growing.

26. International Moment of Laughter Day—tell a joke and take turns trying to make your
family members laugh.

27.Good Friday, Passover— Good Friday is the Day remembered as the day that Jesus was
crucified and died. Passover is the holiday celebrated to remember how God spared
the Israelites in Egypt (read scripture). Christians celebrate Good Friday and Jews cele-
brate Passover.

28. Abraham Lincoln—notable previous president. Write a short page on this president or
have the children do a presentation once information about Lincoln is learned.

29. Father Damien Day—who was Father Damien and why is he remembered international-
ly2 We are all called to be saints and sometimes studying the life of a holy man is a good
example for us to do better in our own lives.

30.Holy Saturday—the day before Easter.

31.Easter Sunday (2022) Changes every year. Easter is the day Christians celebrate as the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christl Celebrations surround church services and a family
meal.

32.Paftriot’'s Day—what is a patriote Discover this and do a five minute presentation on the
topic for the family.

33.Make up your own holiday day. If you could make up a holiday what would it be? How
would you celebrate this holiday? Would people get the day off from work and school?
Be detailed.
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34.International Creativity and Innovation Day—this is a day to enjoy your favorite craft or
think of something you would like to discover. Is there something you think (a need) that
needs fixing? Think about common devices such as can openers and coffee makers
and items people use each day.

35.National Picnic Day—have a family picnic. Eat on a picnic table or on a tablecloth on
the ground. Pack a picnic of “finger foods,” such as sandwiches, cheese and crackers.

36.National DNA Day—what is DNA?2 Each of us is wonderfully made an no DNA is idenfical
to another person’s while there are similarities. Look up the stands of DNA and give a
short presentation or write a paper on the topic. You can answer questions such as who-
what-where-when to give your paper an outline or thumbnail sketch to begin.

37.World Penguin Day—who doesn’t love penguins! Learn about penguins or plan a future
field trip to see some in a museum. (Busch Gardens in Florida has an amazing penguin
viewing center and information about the artic birds.)

38. National Telephone Day—learn your phone number. Many little children do not know
their parent’s full name, address or phone number! Teach your children your number
and practice this. Explain the meaning of an area code. Have the children practice call-
ing using a touch screen phone.

39.Pretzel Day—homemade pretzels anyone? You can purchase pretzels that are premade
and frozen for this special day, or use crunchy pretzels and a special dip.

40.Confederate Memorial Day, Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day—remembering
those who died in wars. Very real today, unfortunately. Explain to the children how we
should be grateful for those who serve and protect our country.

41.International Guide Dog Day, Take Kids to Work Day, National Superhero Day— so many
ideas! Depending on what you select, ask the children to help you come up with fun ac-
tivities for these days.

42.Memorial Day—remembering those who died in past wars. Thank a Veteran today, and
remember our armed forces.

43.International Dance Day, Honesty Day, International Sculpture Day— For international
dance day learning a new dance might be fun or search for Irish Folk Dance or perhaps,
Square dancing online will give you examples. Honesty Day is a wonderful habit to form.
Talk to the children about how to do this and practice this daily. For sculpture day use
bars of soft and a dull knife to carve something simple. Look online for ideas under “soap
carving.” Be sure to keep the shavings, add them to warm water and stir, this can be
used to wash hands.
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April 1
— April Fool’s Day

Do you enjoy practical jokese Well, April 1stis your day. Do you know the origins of this
day? In 2018 April 1 was Easter Sunday and that feast day put April 1st on the back
burner. Research the origin of April's Fool's Day.
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April 2
— National Reconciliation Day

Forgiveness is important! Is there someone you need to forgive? Make a list of these
people and pray about how you can do this. Write a note? Make a card? Ask for-
giveness, personally¢ If you pray, people will come to mind. Forgiveness takes a bur-
den off of us and allows us to experience happiness, truth and purpose.
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Family Day

April 2, is Family Day. Plan something special for the entire family whether there are two,
three, or more. Here are a few ideas to get you started.

Ideas for celebrating Family Day:

. Celebrate

. Have a picnic breakfast, lunch or dinner. Lay a blanket on the floor and serve finger
foods. Use juice boxes for the children or some type of spill proof cups. Make the food
simple. Buy cereal in small boxes and eat from the container. Have fresh fruit such as
grapes or melon. Use paper plates.

. Read a book. Take the day off from school to read or go to the park. Do something that
is out of the ordinary day.

. Each family member writes a kind note to another. If you have many people in your
family, you can draw names. Or if the children are young they can draw a picture.
Share your notes after dinner.

. Make a special dessert. Something fun and easy is strawberries dipped in chocolate.
They look very fancy but are very easy to make. Wash strawberries in a solution of vine-
gar and water, or grapeseed extract. Rinse well. Leave the green stems on. Dry on pao-
per towels, or a cloth. Use a towel to blot the strawberry dry before dipping in melted
chocolate. You can use dipping chocolates or your favorite chocolate chips. Mix semi-
sweet with dark chocolate. Yum!

. Take turns saying what you like about being in your family. Give the children time to
think. You may want to tell them this is the plan and give them time to prepare. You will
be surprised at what they say!

. Buy a special puzzle for this day. Use a 1000 piece puzzle to gather the family together
to talk as you put the pieces in place. Glue this at the end and frame as a memory of
your time together.

. Play games. Family game night is a wonderful way to end Family Day.
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Spring Party Time!
Easter Day is a special time of celebration You can do this on a shoestring budget. Over
the years you can purchase non-consumable items to reuse year after year. Candles (such
as cream colored that can be used for many different occasions.) Table decorations can
be purchased for less during the summer months and saved for special occasions. | don’t
light the candles but do use them for decorations. rough Check out VintageHome-
schoolMoms.com for many money saving ideas. (Easter on the Cheap—
VintageHomeschoolMoms.com)

Decorations:

1.

Candles. They make everything look great. | don’t light them, but | use them for decorao-
tions. I have white and yellow candles and make them work for any party!

Flowers. Fresh flowers make everything look better. If you have them in your garden all
the better. | use baby's breath as filler—it is cheap, a big bunch is about $4.00 and it
goes farl | also buy all of one kind of flower whenever | can. That makes it look uniform
and pretty. | use small vases, yes it is a bunch of cutting but | can use less flowers and it
goes further.

Branches—if you live in a wooded area and have dead tree branches they work won-
derfully as decorations. If you have a place to store them, great. If not that is difficult but
can still work. If you are not storing the branches use them naturally. Place in a bucket
of sand, or mix plaster Paris and fill a plastic disposal bucket. Plant the tree in the plaster
and be sure it stands straight. This will be your base. You can cover it with a towel, or
some other fabric. Decorate the tree branches with little white lights. If you can store the
branches you can spray paint them with silver or gold paint. Decorate with lights.

Cloth tablecloths: | use the white candles at Easter and yellow or gold tablecloths. Use
greenery or fresh flowers to decorate the tables. Smaller bunches of flowers are cheap-
er than larger bouquets. Kids can make tissue paper flowers as well. These can be kept
from year to year and reused.

Plates. Use special plates or clear glass plates purchased inexpensively at a discount
store. The clear plates allow for the table cloth to shine through. You can opt to pur-
chase heavy-duty plastic plates and plastic wear which is disposable. (The clear plates
work with everything!)

Banners. For Easter | create homemade banners off the computer. You can make ban-
ners easily with any word processing software and if you create the words in bubble let-
ters like this the kids can color them! You can print the ones supplied in this planner.
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Helium balloons. These make any party festive!

. Thankfulness is not just for Thanksgiving. For Easter the children can explain why they are
thankful for what Jesus did for them, and it is an important remembrance not just for
one day, but to think about often.

. The children can make home-made seating place cards with words of encouragement
on each as well as the person’s name and an Easter picture.

* For great tips such as Easter on the Cheap and Easter Traditions visit VintageHome-
schoolMoms.com

Food:

. Keep it simple. You can purchase pre-made food like a pre-baked ham (often inexpen-
sive shopping sales) or a spiral-ham (more expensive). Serving several salads, chips and
rolls are often crowd pleasers. For fancier dinners like Easter | bake a ham and make
scalloped potatoes and mac and cheese (little kid favorite). We always serve lasagna
for every family holiday. It is fradition.

. Snacks: This is the whole idea of a party—it's the freats! Or it is around here. Chips and
salsa go far, pretzels, cheese, olives, pickles, grape tomatoes, grapes, melon balls, veg-
gies like carrots, celery, broccoli, etc.

. Dips: homemade ranch dip is the best with real buttermilk. There are a ton of recipes
online but | actually like the original mix you buy! Cream cheese spreads are great. Our
family favorite is a lump of cream cheese and some heated red pepper jelly. Pour the
red pepper jelly over the cold cream cheese and serve with crackers. Italian salad mix
and cream cheese at room temp, or cream cheese and a dried onion soup mix.

. Hot appetizers: Favorites include gouda cheese wrapped in crescent rolls. Four pieces
of the crescent roll dough, wrapped around the cheese and baked until hot and bub-
bly. Serve with a small knife and crackers or as a stand alone. Spinach dip another fo-
vorite hot, | like the dry vegetable soup, Knorr recipe best made with frozen or fresh spin-
ach and baked. Bagel bites are a kid favorite and mozzarella sticks.

. Gluten free options: Some of my family members have dietary restrictions. Check with
them about the best options. | buy some crackers and snacks that work for them.

Party Ideas:

. Family favorites are Easter Egg scavenger hunts. (see instructions in this planner.) Using
coins instead of candy allows the children to “cash in” their money (optional) to shop in
the Easter store provided by the host family. Each family can bring items to contribute to
the Easter store.
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. Bouncing balls — all kinds. Kids love these and the bigger the better. | had those punch
balls that | bought in bulk at places like Oriental Trading company online. These are fun
for all ages.

. Board games: Set up board games such as checkers and chess and have “play-offs”
the kids can begin and then the winner stays as another opponent comes to play. The
other kids can play cards such as Uno or Go Fish. You can have prizes for the winners or
take home packs of cards for all the kids. Again—bulk is the way to go! | look for deals all
year!

. Puzzles are always fun! Use a felt puzzle holder to keep the puzzle together on a surface
in case it needs to be moved. These can be easily rolled up and stored until another
time.

. Outdoor activities: adult supervised. Kids have pent-up energy and running off some
steam is great. Activities such as races, hide-and-seek, efc. are fun, especially if these
are done outdoors.
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CRAFTS & TREATS i ﬁ%

Gearing up for Easter and springtime there are many fun crafts that have a multi-purpose of
fun and decorating the house. You can find great ideas on Pinterest but here are some to get
you started.

Crafts:

l.

Simple cross shaped cutouts of various sizes, out of different colored construction paper.
Glue together to create a banner or design. You can print the words—Happy Easter, or
Blessed Easter on the sign. You can also print out pictures of Jesus (see following pages)
and that is festive and meaningful as well.

Create tissue paper flowers. These can be made smaller than the normal decorations suggest
using pipe cleaners and glue them on popsicle sticks. You can make small bouquets for ta-
ble decorations.

. Make small gift baskets. You can make filler paper using construction paper and a paper

shredder using yellow, green and white paper.

Kid Friendly Recipes:

1.
2.
3.

Egg shaped everything! Pancakes, cakes, cookies, sandwiches.
Make cupcakes for the children to decorate with frosting and sprinkles.

Ask each person in the family to prepare their favorite side dish or main course. Or select
one person in the family to make a special meal (with help from the others) for each person.
Select a day for the family member’s “special day.”

Have a Spring Themed Party or dinner.
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EASTER PARTY
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Planning:

Shopping:

Planning Easter Day: = Purchase food for Easter Day.

= Family celebration—meal plan?g = Create an ongoing list of items needed.

= Table settings, paper, plastic or glass? = Paper items or plates on hand?

= Drinkse = Shop deals by getting on store email lists.

= Plan purchase list. = Buy ahead when possible.

= Decorations? What do you have on hand |= Simplify. Cheese platters and crackers,
or what can be repurposed? ready-made dip, frozen appetizers to

= Activities for the adults/children. thaw or quickly bake.

— Invitations—text, email or social media2 |~ Large frash bags (on hand?)

— Schedule (see upcoming sheets) = Plastic containers for to-go food or pack-

aging leftovers.
= Crafts or purchase items?
Cooking Household/ Setup

= Pot lucke Guests = Clean up.

= Plan ahead. Are there casseroles you can |= Prepare special freats for this day.
prepare ahead? = Prepare a special dinner.

= Rolls? — Have the children help decorate the

= Purchase pre-made items such as honey house and table. Have the children work
baked ham, or make your own. on homemade decorations for Easter

— Desserts2 Prep ahead and bake the day and springtime. Ideas: make fissue paper

of, or bake ahead?

flowers and create bouquets, copy scrip-
ture verses and decorate the border.

Create Easter Banners for decorations.
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EASTER PARTY

Planning:

Shopping

Cooking

Household/ Setup
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3

weeks prior

Easter party theme

Who is coming?

Send invitations or evites

Plan the menu

CH e e

Make homemade decorations with the kids.

weeks prior

Plan where you will hold the party.

Arrange games or activities for the kids

] ] ] L

Buy non-perishable items

U

week prior

Clean the house especially bathrooms

Set up the party area as much as possible

Plan food and when to cook or buy

Drinks for the kids, paperware

S dl Enl Hiel ] 1

days prior

Decorate the party area

Clean and arrange party area

Finish shopping

CH e e

Double check paper items and disposables.

U

day prior

Decorations and paperware

Cook and prep as much food as possible

Set out tables or table covers if needed

Station for drinks (or water and juice boxes, etc.)

COf ) e

Touch up house cleaning

o

ay of the Party

Finish last-minute cooking

Buy extra ice

] ) .

Set out covered food

As guests arrive, remove food covers and serve drinks
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3 Weeks Prior

3 Days Prior

Send invitations - evites work great

Clean house/ pick up

Plan the menu

Decorate the party area

Schedule help Get food/ drinks
Pick a theme Finish shopping
Plan to make decorations
Plan to make or buy cards.

2 Weeks Prior 1 Day Prior

Wash dinnerware - or use paper/plastic

Buy or make and arrange decorations

Create a playlist

Cook and prep food

Buy non-perishable items

Place serving pieces on table

Drinks?

Set up table for food

Drinks

1 Week Prior

Day of Party

Clean the house

Finish last-minute cooking

Set up the party area

Buy extra ice

Finalize menu

Take out trash/ check bathrooms

Check on-hand items

Set out food

Purchase last minute items

Drinks
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EASTER FAVORS...

An Easter bookmark is a keepsake that can contain a Scripture verse for each person. You can place
these at each place setting or have them available as people enter or leave. Think carefully about what you
want to say, or copy the templates in this planner, print on a colored printer and laminate if possible. You can
buy sticky peel-off paper that works similar to a laminator if one is not available.

A small party basket is also a good idea. You can buy small baskets at the dollar store, or specialty
store. Use shredded colored paper (if you have a paper shredder you can make your own out of construction
paper.) Line the baskets and add items such as fruit, baked goods (individually wrapped muffins, bread, or
cookies), candy or other items. You can add a religious item like a wooden cross. Be creative. You can have
one for each family. Have the children help you with this, you will be surprised at how good they are at this!

Book Mark Ideas:

= Print out blanks or provided templates on regular or heavy weight paper. Cut out and hole punch. You
can use ribbon to thread in the hole.

= Hand letter Blessed Easter or other saying (or use provided templates below)
= Print your favorite Scripture verse here are some options:

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not per-
ish but have eternal life. John 3:16

= Decorate each book mark.
= Cut out shapes using construction paper, or tissue paper and layer the different colors and glue.

= Laminate the bookmarks so they will last longer or use clear peel and stick paper if a laminator is not
available.
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Book marks: Create your own, or give them for a gift. Glue on cardstock or

print this on cardstock paper. Cut out.

-~

~

-~

~
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APRIL CHECKLIST

Use this list for your own items:
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APRIL CLEANING LIST

48




APRIL ACADEMIC CHECKLIST

You are approaching the tail end of school. Most schools end the end of May or the middle of June. Are your
children talking end of year tests? Evaluations? Be prepared.

What are your goals for this month?2

Are you staying on track with lessons? If not what is your solution?

Will you take a spring break? If so, what about school?

Are you having a Easter Day party?e

Will your children make decorations/ cards?

How can you challenge your children to work hard before spring break?

Do you have a schedule of work to be completed before the year-end?

Do you have work samples to keep in a file or three-ringed binder to show progress?

Do the children need remediation or help on additional subjects.

Is there a plan for completing text-book subjects?

Do you have end of year testse Is there time to study?

Do you children have a check off list for school work?

Do your children have an idea of upcoming holidays?2

Have your children copy relevant scripture verses pertaining to Easter.

Do you need to tweak your monthly schedule?

Are you planning a field trip2

Are there any sibling issues that need to be addressed? Solution?

Can you plan a special family activity for this month?

Have each child plan a special event or game night.

Oral presentations are great practice. Encourage the children to present one.

Have you considered Homeschooling with Proverbs? Family Bible study. (MediaAngels.com)

Pray for your children and their struggles.

Encourage a family prayer time before school begins, daily.

Encourage your children to share one thing they are thankful for each day at a meal.
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APRIL ACADEMIC LIST

Do you have school aged children? Use this list to keep track of each child or plan. Add books to read, or sub-
jects to complete on your list.
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EVALUATE




TODAY IS THE DAY THAT THE LORD HAS MADE, LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD

® 8 8 "\‘ DATE:
A Pr 1 TIME SCHEDULE
TO DO
[f Y NOTES ]‘
& CHORES
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SHE WATCHES OVER THE AFFAIRS OF HER HOUSEHOLD AND DOES NOT EAT THE BREAD OF IDLENESS.

MEAL PLAN

Monday

Tuesday

Wednes-
day

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

@ PLAN AHEAD
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